Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions 
March  4-T1, 1984 

Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
Notionai  Goai:  $29,000,000 


Cold  Bay  Baptist  Church  in  Cold  Bay,  Alaska,  meets  in  a  Qubnset  hut  built 
during  World  War  II,  The  200  residents  of  Cold  Bay,  located  on  a  peninsula  in  the 
Aleutian  range,  are  virtually  isolated.  Theferry  only  travels  to  the  area  four  times  a 
year.  (Mark  Sandlin  photo). 


According  to  the  1980  census,  more  than  103  million  people  in  the  United  States,  or  46  percent  of  our  nation's 
population,  is  living  in  the  50  largest  cities.  However,  in  these  same  cities,  Southern  Baptists  have  only  17  percent  of  the 
churches  and  25  percent  of  the  church  members.  Detroit,  pictured  here,  is  a  1 96SMega  Focus  City,  a  plan  developed  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board  to  evangelize  and  minister  to  the  cities.  (Karen  Mitchell  photo). 


The  number  of  Southern  Baptists  in  Puerto  Rico  has  tripled  in  the  past  year. 
Glenview  Baptist  Church  in  Ponce  in  trying  to  overcome  an  obstacle  caused  by 
growth.  Students  meeting  for  Sunday  School  must  meet  under  the  carport, 
while  adults  meet  on  the  rooftop.  (Mark  Sandlin  photo). 


Reaching  specialized  groups  of 
people  presents  a  challenge  to  South¬ 
ern  Baptists.  Family  farms  in  America, 
like  this  one  owned  by  Robert  Murray 
of  Carlisle,  Ark.,  face  arduous  farm 
routines,  long  work  days,  and  hard 
economic  times.  (David  Bell  photo). 
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Private  tuition  from  taxes 


It  seems  that  somewhere  Presi-  This  is  in  no  wise  a  statement  in 
dent  Reagan  lost  his  way  in  the  ’opposition  to  private  schools.  Those 
church-state  maze.  During  his  state  families  that  desire  to  do  so  should 
of  the  union  message  before  Con-  feel  free  to  send  their  children  to  pri- 
gress  recently  he  again  brought  up  vate  school.  They  should  bear  the 
the  proposal  of  tuition  tax  credits.  cost  themselves,  however,  and  not 

Perhaps  it  sounds  like  a  noble  idea  expect  the  rest  of  the  nation  to  help 

for  the  government  to  help  those  them. 

families  with  children  in  private  Then  the  President  said  that  if  the 
schools  topay  the  higher  tuition  rates  sessions  of  Congress  could  be  opened 
by  allowing  them  not  to  pay  a  size-  every  day  by  prayo*,  the  school  chil- 
able  portion  of  their  tax  liability.  dr«i  of  America  should  be  able  to 
What  is  never  discussed  as  this  idea  open  their  schod  sessions  every  day 
is  promoted  is  that  it  means  that  by  vcduntary  prayer.  I  agree,  but  I 
every  taxpayer  in  thecountry  would  am  not  sure  that  my  idea  of  voluntary 
be  helping  to  pay  the  tuition  for  those  agrees  with  his.  When  he  propo^ 
children,  collectively,  and  indtv-  this  same  thing  once  before  it  was 
ually.  That  would  mean  that  determined  that  it  was  his  contention 
Methodists,  Catholics,  Mormons,  that  someone  would  have  to  write  the 
Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  the  un-  prayers  for  the  children.  To  establish 
churched,  those  who  have  already  a*fune  for  them  to  pray  and  to  tell 
sent  their  children  to  private  schools  then  how  to  pray  is  tuutUy  voluntary, 
without  that  sort  of  aid,  those  who  In  Congress  the  mennbers  them- 
sent  their  children  to  public  schools  selves  determine  who  is  to  do  the 
because  they  (^Idn’t  afford  the  pri-  praying  by  vote,  and  they  can  stop  it 
vate  school  tuition  without  that  aid,  anytime  ^ey  want  to.  If  they  don’t 
and  those  who  object  to  the  idea  agree  with  what  is  going  on,  they 
would  be  helping  to  pay  the  tuition,  don’t  have  to  show  up  until  it’s  over. 

The  President  said  it  is  unfair  for  What  is  being  talked  about  in 
families  with  children  in  private 

schools  to  pay  taxes  for  public  r  I  . 

schools  and  tuition  for  private  iSSUB  CLTldlYSlS 
schools.  It  is  certainly  no  less  unfair 
to  ask  all  of  these 'people  to  help  pay. 
it. 

One  might  say  that  the  tuition  tax 
credits  would  not  come  from  taxes 
but  instead  would  not  be  paid  in 
taxes.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  the 
amount  not  paid  in  taxes  would  Two  years  of  increasing  public  at-  “dran 
amount  to  billions  of  dollars;  and  tention  and  heightening  societal  out-  which 
either  some  governmental  services  rage  have  made  drui^  driving  an  liquor 
would  have  to  be  cut  accordingly;  issue  ripe  for  public  solution,  and  p 
money  would  have  to  be  shifted  that  Twenty-five  thousand  deaths  and  cause: 
was  designated  for  something  else,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  injuries  a  due  “( 
resulting  in  the  same  thing ;  or  taxes  year  have  at  last  brought  home  to  the  ing  an 
would  have  to  be  raised  to  make  up  American  people  the  necessity  of  from  I 
the  difference.  doing  something  about  drunk  driv-  bottle 

ing.  Now  the  final  report  of  the  Presi- 
dential  Commission  on  Drunk  Driv- 
ing  provides  a  framework  within 
which  a  solution  can  be  constructed. 

It  will  not  be  easy.  The  report  calls 
for  sweeping  reforms  in  six  areas  of 
public  interaction  with  those  who 
drink  and  drive.  Yet  almost  without  ^ 
exception  the  Commission’s  recom-  gygjgj 
mendations  can  and  should  be  sup- 
ported  by  Southern  Baptists.  Here  is 
a  summary  of  the  report’s  most  im-  j, 
portant  elements:  f  ! 

Prevention.  Broad  efforts  should 
be  made  to  increase  public  aware-  ypyijip 
ness  of  problems  associated  with  ^ 
drinking  and  driving.  Both  the  dan-  A  sy 
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Men’s  Rally  theme  is 
Strengthening  Families 


mfrnrli 


The  Baptist  Men’s  Rally  this  year 
will  take  place  on  March  23  at  Park¬ 
way  Church,  Jackson.  A  banquet  will 
be  held  at  5:30  p.m.  in  the  Activities 
Center  and  the  evening  service  will 
begin  at  7  in  the  sanctuary,  on  the 
theme,  “Strmgthening  Families.” 

John  Sullivan,  first  vice  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
and  pastor  of  Broadmoor  Church, 
Shreveport,  La.,  will  be  guest 
speaker  for  the  service  in  the 
sanctuary.  The  JRAster  Family,  mus¬ 
ical  group  from  Pearl,  will  sing. 

John  Laughlin  (Big  John,  the  Ca¬ 
jun),  minister  of  music  and  senior 
adults  at  First  Church,  Meridian,  and 
humorist,  has  been  selected  as  key¬ 
note  spe^er  for  the  banquet.  The 
Washboard  Band,  a  group  of  women 
from  Morrison  Heights  Church, 'Clin- 


Acadia  Baptist  Academy,  Louisiana 
Collie,  and  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
and' has  done  further  study  at  the 
Univi^ty  N.  London,  in  England. 

The  Ladies’  Washboard  Band  is 
part  of  the  activities  ministry  df  Mor¬ 
rison  Heights  Churdi,  Clinton,  and  is 
directed  by  Jan  Cossitt,  director  of 
activities  and  youth.  The  repertoire 
consists  of  such  numbers  as  “Just 
Because.”  “Grandma’s  Feather 
Bed,”  and  “Ya’U  Come.”  Jan  Oxssitt 
as  master  of  ceremonies  in¬ 
tersperses  jokes  and  humorous 
stories  between  the  vocal  numbers. 

The  Resters,  Gene,  Von,  and  Ron," 
as  a  family  musical  group,  sing  at 
civic  events,  at  revivals,  homecom¬ 
ings,  banquets,  and  other  religious 
functions. 


June  12-14 


SBC  program  features 
emphasis  on  revival 


Washboard  Band 


KANSAS  CITY  (BP)-Spiritual 
renewal  and  “real  revival  for  the 
people  of  God”  will  be  emphasized 
during  the  three-day  annual  meeting 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
June  12-14. 

Fred  H.  Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cottage 
Hill  Baptist  Church  of  Mobile,  Ala., 
and  chairman  of  the  order  of  business 
committee  for  the  1984  meeting,  said 
the  seven-member  committee  se¬ 
lected  a  revival  verse  from  Second 
Chronicles  as  the  theme  of  the  meet¬ 
ing. 

“We  came  together  thinking  that 
some  of  our  themes  of  the  past  have 
been  on  reaching  out  and  reaching 
the  world  with  the  gospel.  That  cer¬ 
tainly  is  our  basic  goal,  but  we  feel  if 
we  are  to  reach  the  goal  and  to  ac¬ 
complish  the  purposes  of  Bold  Mis¬ 


sion  Thrust,  there  must  be  a  spiritual 
awakening  and  a  real  revival  for  the 
p^ple  of  God,”  he  said. 

“We  dioose  a  revival  verse,  pray¬ 
ing  that  the  convention  will  be  given 
new  life  and  new  power  so  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  can  become  a  reality,”  he 
added.  Bold  Mission  Thrust  is  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  plan  to  present  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  every  person  in 
the  world  by  the  year  2000  AD. 

He  added  the  committee  believes 
“real'unity  in  our  denomination  will 
come  out  of  God  doing  a  new  and 
deeper  work  spiritually  in  the  lives  of 
those  qf  us  who  are  his  children.” 

Tlie  theme  of  revival  will  be  car¬ 
ried  through  in  five  theme  interpre¬ 
tation  messages  by  Lewis  Drum¬ 
mond,  Billy  Graham  Professor  of 
Evangelism  at  Southern  Baptist 


Canada  study  committee 
begins  draft  of  report 


The  Resters 


Sullivan  Laughlin 

ton,  will  present  musical  selections. 
Banquet  tickets  are  $5. 

Deadline  for  registration  and  tic¬ 
ket  orders  for  the  banquet  is  Tues¬ 
day,  March  20.  Names,  addresses, 
church  and  association  names,  plus 
money  for  tickets  should  be  maiM  to 
the  Brotherhood  Department.  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

Sullivan  was  bom  in  West  Virginia. 
He  has  a  B.A.  degree  from  Grand 
Canyon  Baptist  college,  Phoenix, 
Ariz.,  and  doctor  of  ministry  degree 
from  Southwestern  Seminary. 

Laughlin  was  reared  in  south 
Louisiana.  He  was  graduated  from 


DALLAS  (BP)— Members  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Study 
COnunittee  on  (Onada  discussed  the 
ramiBcations  of  seating  messengers 
from  churches  in  Canada  during 
their  third  meeting  Friday  (Feb.  10). 

'  The  21-member  committee  was 
appointed  following  the  1963  annual 
meeting  of  the  SBC  to  study  the  issue 
of  amending  the  SBC  Constitution  to 
include  (Onada  in  the  toritory  of  the 
14.3  million  member  denomination. 

The  February  session  was  “just  for 
the  committee  members,  to  discuss 
where  we  are  and  what  we  want  to 
do,”  said  Fred  Roach,  chainnan. 

“There  is  a  need  for  further  discus¬ 
sion,”  Roach,  a  Dallas  homebuilder, 
told  committee  members.  “I  want 
everybody  to  have  ample  time  to  say 
whatever  they  want  to  say  before  we 
even  begin  to  look  at  anything  that 
looks  like  a  final  report.” 

Roach  told  Baptist  Press  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  planned  as  a  work  session 
after  some  committee  members— 
particularly  representatives  from 
the  Northwest  ^ptist  C^vention— 
expressed  concern  there  had  been  no 
time  for  discussion  in  the  previous 
sessions. 

Following  the  second  meeting. 
Roach  asked  R.  Keith  Parks,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Foreign  Miasiaa  Board, 
and  William  G.  Tanner,  president  of 
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By  Dan  Martin 

the  Home  Mission  Board,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  staffs  to  prepare  a  pro¬ 
posed  recomm«Klation,  which  would 
then  be  considered  by  the  committee 
in  a  series  of  regional  meetings. 

The  report,  drafted  in  mid- January 
by  Parks  and  Tanner,  along  with 
Gerald  Palmer,  HMB  Vice  president 
of  the  missions  section,  and  William 
R.  O’Brien,  executive  vice  president 
of  the  FMB,  suggested  a  plan  aimed 
at  “establishing  and  strengthening 
Baptist  churches  in  Canada  with  the 
long  range  objective  of  establishing 
an  effective  and  evangelistic  (Ra¬ 
dian  Baptist  organization.”  « 

The  draft  was  presented  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  committee  during  meet¬ 
ings  in  Atlanta  and  Dallas,  where  it 
was  approved  with  some  editing. 
Representatives  of  the  Northwest 
Baptist  Convention,  however,  aid  not 
approve  the  draft  and  asked  for 
further  discussion. 

EHiring  the  meeting,  several  cont- 
mittee  members  admitted  “some 
fuzziness’  on  the  ramifications  of 
amending  the  SBC  constitution  to  in¬ 
clude  Canada  as  part  of  the  territory 
of  the  denomination,  dlurrently,  the 
constitution  limits  membership  to 
chiutdies  in  the  United  States  and  its 
torrihMies. 

Roach  told  Baptist  Press  the  ques¬ 
tion  is  not  simply  whether  to  seat 
^v^dian  churdies,  but  to  study  the 


ramifications  of  such  a  move. 

“The  whole  idea  of  referral  is  that 
there  are  many  unique  things  to  be 
considered,”  he  said.  “The  messen¬ 
gers  were  not  ready  to  consider  the 
ramifications.  We  are  studying  the 
ramifications.” 

While  committee  members  ap¬ 
peared  about  equally  divided  bet¬ 
ween  those  who  favor  seating  mes¬ 
sengers  from  Canada  and  those  who 
are  either  opposed  or  ambivalent. 
Roach  said  the  committee  is  moving 
toward  a  “negotiated  position” 
which  will  assist  Canadian  churches 
but  not  seat  messengers. 

The  only  vote  the  committee  took 
during  the  meeting  was  on  a  motion 
by  Gerald  Stow,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Cmkeville,  Tenn.,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  HMB,  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  “develop  a  proposal  paper  that 
will  express  a  negotiated  response  to 
the  (Canadian  question.  Such  a  paper 
would  address  the  major  issues  as 
outlined  by  the  committee  and  set 
forth  the  procedures  for  carrying  out 
the  same.” 

The  motion  passed  without  dissent¬ 
ing  vote. 

The  study  committee  will  meet 
again  in  Nashville  Feb.  23-24  to  con¬ 
sider  the  report. 

(Daa  Maiila  Is  Baptist  Press  news 
editor.) 


Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville, 
Ky.  _ 

~  “He  is  a  real  Authority  on  the  his¬ 
tory  of  revival  and  spiritual  awaken¬ 
ing  in  our  denomination,”  Wolfe  said. 
“We  have  asked  to  use  the  theme  of  II 
Chronicles  7;  14,  ‘If  my  people  ...  I 
will. . . .’  to  speak  to  us  on  revival.” 

Wolfe  said  another  highlight  will  be 
ceremonies  launching  American 
Christian  Television  System  (ACTS) 
and  Baptist  TelNet,  two  new  tele¬ 
communications  efforts  of  Southern 
Baptists. 

“We  believe  it  (the  launch)  will  be 
a  historic  occasion.  We  will  look  back 
on  this  as  one  of  the  greatest  things 
we  have  ever  done  to  reach  our  nation 
for  Christ  and  to  strengthen  our 
churches,”  he  said. 

ACTS,  designed  as  a  television 
network  to  present  alternative 
broadcasting,  is  an  effort  of  the  SBC 
Radio  and  Television  Commission  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Baptist  TelNet,  a 
program  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  is  a 
plan  to  provide  teaching  and  training 
programs  to  churches  via  satellite 
transmission. 

Wolfe  said  another  highlight  of  the 
program  will  be  a  Thursday  night 
emphasis  on  laymen,  featuring  ad¬ 
dresses  by  James  (Jeff)  Jeffries,  a 
well-known  athlete  now  a  financial 
developer  irr  Overland  Park,  Kan., 
and  Zig  Ziglar,  a  motivational 
speaker  and  author  who  is  a  member 
of  First  Church,  Dallas. 

“We  are  concerned  about  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  laymen  in  the  conven¬ 
tion,  so  we  have  set  up  Thursday 
night  as  laymen’s  night.  We  hope  to 
involve  laypeople  from  the  Kansas 
City  area  in  the  program,”  Wolfe 
said. 

Among  the  business  items  Wolfe 
pointed  to  as  highlights  is  the  election 
of  a  president  to  succeed  James  T. 
Draper  Jr.,  pastor  of  First  Church,. 
Euless,  ’^xas,  who  has  served  his  al¬ 
lowed  two  one-year  terms.  Other 
items  include  reports  from  the  20 
agencies  or  institutions  of  the  14- 
million  member  SBC,  a  report  from  a 
special  committee  studying  seating 
of  messengers  from  Chadian  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches,  and  adoption  of 
a  record  budget. 

“We  have  tried  to  allow  plenty  of 
time  for  conducting  of  convention 
business,”  Wolfe  said,  noting  the 
convention  is  not  only  planned  for  in¬ 
spiration,  but  also  to  con<|uct  the  bus¬ 
iness  of  the  natloh’s  largest  non- 
(Tatholic  denomination. 

“We  feel  we  have  a  balanced  pro¬ 
gram.  We  are  very  exdted  about  it,” 
Wolfe  said. 
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NBC  special  offers 
rare  look  at  China 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)— A  is  the  meeting  place  for  the  Congress  • 
rare  look  at  the  people  of  China  and  of  the  People  of  the  Republic  of 
R  c%.  I  H  I  ****“’  **«wfou”d  openness  to  western  China'.  The  documentary  records 

"  ■  •  culture  is  captui^  in  the  NBC-TV  these  events  as  well  as  the  Century- 

Assodated  Press  special  “China:  Other  Voices,”  Feb.  men’s  personal  exchanges  with  the 

KANSAS  CITY  (EP)— Marx  called  crowd  this  tiny  land  of  3.5  million  Philippines.  Separatist  guerrillas  26.  Chinese  people  on  the  streets  of 

it  “the  opiate  of  the  people.”  But  re-  people.  They  include  about  1  million  among  that  region’s  2.5  million  Mos-  The  one-hour  dociunentary,  pro-  Peking,  Shanghai  and  Hangzhou.  In 

ligion  today  is  more  stimulant  than  Shiite  Moslems,  almost  as  many  lems  have  been  fighting  to  end  domi-  duced  by  NBC  in  cooperation  with  the  Hangzhou  the  group  worshipped  at 

sedative  in  much  of  the  strife  trou-  Sunni  Moslems,  200,000  members  of  nation  and  encroachment  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Televi-  the  Drumtower  Church,  an  active 

bling  the  world."  the  Islamic-descended  Druse  sect,  Philippines’ Roman  Catholic  major-  sion  Commission  (RTVC),  recounts  Protestant  evangelical  congregation 

Moslem  against  Christian,  and  1.4  million  Christians,  mostly  ity  of  42  million.  •  the  recent  Chinese  tour  by  the  On-  of  the  Three  Self  Movement,  the  offi- 


Tharsday,  Febnugy  23,  IIM 


Religious  wars 


Stimulant  or  sedative? 


Catholic  against  Protestant,  Hindu 
against  Buddhist— the  cross  and 
crescent  fly  once  again  among  the 
emblems  of  battle.  Sectarian  conflict 
bloodies  Belfast’s  alleyways, 
Beirut’s  streets,  Sri  Lanka’s  village 
lanes.  Many  these  confrontations, 
such  as  those  in  Lebanon  and  North¬ 
ern  Ireland,  may  be  better  described 
as  ideological,  ethnic  or  class  strug¬ 
gles,  not  religious.  But  religion  helps 
shape  and  nurture  them,  longiggo  by 
creating  an  “us-against-them”  so¬ 
cial  system,  today  by  feeding  the 
fears  and  prejudices  against  non¬ 
believers. 

Moorhead  Kennedy,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  New  York’s  ONincil  for  In¬ 
ternational  Understanding,  says  re¬ 
ligion  is  an  underlying— and 
underestimated — element  behind 
much  of  the  world’s  violence.  Ken¬ 
nedy,  a  retired  U.S.  Fdfeign  Service 
officer  who  is  a  longtime  student  of 
Islam,  has  firsthand  knowledge  of  re¬ 
ligion’s  political  power.  He  was  one  of 
those  held  hostage  for  444  days  by  Is¬ 
lamic  militants  at  the  Tehran  em¬ 
bassy. 

Even  when  religion  is  not  on  the 
front  line,  it  can  affect  the  conflict: 
Because  they  believe  in  reincarna¬ 
tion,  Lebanon’s  tough  Druse 
militiamen  are  fearless  in  the  face  of 
death;  Iran’s  Shiite  Moslems  em¬ 
brace  the  idea  of  d}nng  in  battle,  a 
martyrdom  that  guarantees  en¬ 
trance  to  heaven;  India’s  Sikh  ter¬ 
rorists  are  inheritors  of  a  religion 
that  glorifies  the  martial  spirit,  much 
as  the  Shinto  creed  inspired  pre- 
World  War  II  militarism  in  Japan. 

The  swift  pace  of  modernization 
and  Westernization  in  the  late  20th 
century  is  stirring  the  soul  of  religi¬ 
ous  militancy,  Kennedy  said.  “In  the 
Third  World,  one  result  of  the  pene¬ 
tration  by  the  West  is  the  likelihood  of 
a  religious  reaction,  becMge  people 
won’t  take  too  much  change,”  he  said 
in  an  interview. 

Eklward  Said,  a  Palestinian-born 
Columbia  University  professor  and 
leading  American  interpreter  of 
Mideast  culture,  finds  such  an  anti- 
West  reaction  b^ind  Lebanon’s  sec¬ 
tarian  agonies.  “The  Maronites  in 
Lebanon  see  themselves  as  the  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  Christianity,  Europe, 
the  West— as  opposed  to  the  others, 
who  are  Arab,  Islamic,”  he  said. 

Kennedy  said:  “We’ve  never  re¬ 
ally  gotten  over  the  Crusades.” 

Here  is  a  capsulized  look  at  religion 
and  conflict  around  the  globe: 

LEBANON— For  centuries  a 
mountain  refuge  for  persecuted 
sects,  Lebanon  today  is  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  slaughterhouse.  Despite  an  over¬ 
lay  of  superpower  rivalry,  the  basic 
struggle  still  echoes  the  Ousader 
era — a  clash  between  dominant 
“Western”  (Kristians  and  poorer 
“Eastern”  Moslem.  At  least  17  rec¬ 
ognized  religious  communities 


members  of  the  Maronite  sect. 

The  legacy  is  bloody  and  old.  A  cen¬ 
tury  ago,  tradition  says,  20,000  (Chris¬ 
tians  were  massacred  by  Druse  in 
the  Chouf  Mountains.  More 
recently— in  the  period  from  the 
1975-76  civil  war  to  the  aftermath  of 
the  1982  Israeli  invasion— probably 
70,000  Lebanese  have  been  killed. 

Druse  and  Moslem  groups,  regard¬ 
ing  themselves<sis  a  downtrodden 
majority,  formed  a  largely  leftist 
camp  and  allied  themselves  with 
socialist,  Moslem  and  Soviet- 
supported  Syria.  The  right-wing 
Christians  turned  to  the  United 
States.  American  Marines  landed  in 
Beirut  in  two  crises,  in  1958  and  1962, 
to  help  prop  up  Christian-led  gov¬ 
ernments. 

Afghanistan— When  rebel, 
tribesmen  banded  together  in  1979 
they  called  themselves  “Teiman 
Atahad-Islami”— “Those  who  have 
sworn  to  fight  for  Islam.”  To  the 
tribesmen,  their  Moslem  fundamen¬ 
talist  struggle  against  Afghanistan’s 
Marxist  government  and  Soviet 
troops  is  a  “jihad,”  a  holy  war, 
against  godless  communism  and 
Western-style  modernization.  Tradi¬ 
tional  religious  elders  lead  two  major 
rebel  groups. 

Arabs-Israelis— Five  major 
wars,  tens  of  thousands  of  dead,  in¬ 
ternational  tensions  stretching  over 
decades— all  have  grown  from  the 
clash  of  two  peoples,  Arab  and  Jew, 
over  a  strip  of  land  each  regards  as 
his  birthri^t. 

In  some  respects,  the  conflict  is 
ethnic,  economic,  and  ideological, 
but  the  religious  eluent  is  ever¬ 
present.  Those  who  govern  Israel  cite 
biblical  “title”  when  they  lay  Jewish 
claim  to  the  Arab-populated  West 
Bank  of  the  Jordan  River.  And  gen¬ 
erations  of  Arab  leaders  have  sum¬ 
moned  their  people  to  a  “jihad”  to 
“liberate”  Moslem  shrines  under  Is¬ 
raeli  control. 

Iran-Iraq— “This  is  not  a  con¬ 
ventional  war,”  Iranian  ground 
forces  commander  Col.  Sayyed 
Shirazi  has  said.  “It  is  a  war  of 
faith.” 

Iran’s  border  conflict  with  Iraq  is 
the  world’s  bloodiest  war- 
unconfirmed  U.S.  reports  say  at  least 
175,000  people  have  been  killed  in 
three  years — and  is  probably  the 
most  “religious.”  It  mirrors  the  his¬ 
toric  schism  between  the  austere 
Shiite  sect  of  Iran’s  Persians  and  the 
more  pragmatic  Sunni  sect  of  most 
Arabs. 

THE  PHILIPPINES-The 

traditional  Moslem  credo  divides  the 
world  into  the  “Land  of  Islam”  and 
the  “Land  of  War.”  ’The  farthest 
frontier  of  the  “Land  (rf  War”  today 
lies  in  the  jungles  of  Mindanao  and 
the  Sulu  Islands,  in  the  southern 


NORTHERN  IRELAND- 

The  guerrilla  Irish  Republican 
Army,  overwhelmingly  Roman 
Catholic,  is  waging  underground  war 
to  remove  Northern  Ireland— 
Protestant  population  1  million. 
Catholics  500,006— from  the  United 
Kingdom  and  to  unite  it  with  the 
largely  Catholic  Irish  Republicto  the 
south. 

Though  usually  identified  as  a 
“(Catholic  vs.  Protestant”  conflict. 
Northern  Ireland’s  troubles  have 
many  dimensions.  It  is  a  nationalist 
struggle,  a  campaign  against  anti- 
Catholic  economic  discrimination 
and  for  civil  rights,  a  revolution  by 
IRA  Marxists,  a  battle  against  ter¬ 
rorism  of  both  sides. 

The  sectarian  streak  is  unmistak¬ 
able,  however.  Old  religious  fears 
always  loom  near  at  hand,  especially 
among  the  Protestants,  who  worry 
that  a  “Papist”  takeover  of  all  Ire¬ 
land  would  threaten  their  rights  to 
divorce  and  contraception,  would 
undermind  Protestant  education, 
and  might  even  jeopardize  their 
conununity’s  future. 

INDIA— A  teeming  patchwork  of 
humanity,  India  cannot  escape  re¬ 
ligious  friction  and  fire.  In  the  east¬ 
ern  state  of  Assam,  more  than  3,200 
persons  were  killed  this  year  in 
clashes  between  Hindu  natives  and 
Moslem  immigrants  from  nearby 
Bangladesh. 

Another  religious  conflict  tears  at 
India’s  heartland.  Militants  among 
Punjab  state’s  turbaned  Sikhs,  a  sect 
that  rejects  Hindu  polytheism,  de¬ 
mand  more  religious  and  political 
autonomy,  including  an  independent, 
Vatican-like  status  for  their  holy  city 
of  Amritsar.  More  than  200  persons 
have  been  killed  since  1960,  including 
Hindu  priests  hacked  to  death  in  their 
temples. 

SRI  LANK  A— A  thousand  years 
of  animosity  between  this  island’s 
two  ethnic-religious  groups — the 
majority  Buddhist  Sinhalese  and  the 
minority  Hindu  Tamils— boils  over 
regularly  in  communal  warfare. 
Last  July  almost  400  persons,  mostly 
Tamils,  were  killed  in  rioting  that 
erupted  after  Tamil  separatists  am¬ 
bushed  an  army  patrol. 

ELSEWHERE  —  Religion 
sharpens  the  contrasts— and  deepens 
the  hatreds — between  warring  fac¬ 
tions  in  Elthiopia,  where  mostly  Mos¬ 
lem  secessionists  fight  a  Oiristian- 
Marxist  central  government;  (]lhad, 
where  a  split  between  the  Moslem 
north  and  southern  tribal  blacks 
sparked  seemingly  endless  civil  war 
17  years  ago;  Cyprus,  where  an  un¬ 
easy  truce  line  separates  Greek  Or¬ 
thodox  from  ’Turkish  Moslems;  and 
Syria,  where  the  minority  Alawite 
Moslem  leadership  crushed  an  upris¬ 
ing  last  year  by  fundamentalist  Sunni 
Moslems. 


'  turymen,  a  100-veice  male  chorus  dally  registered  and  allowed  move- 
sponsored  by  the  RTVC.  meat  of  C!hristian  diurches  in  (^hina. 

The  OntiuTmen  ‘Spent  13  days  in  The  Centurymen  performed  with 
China  late  last  year,  performing  with  the  Shanghai  Philharmonic  Sodety, 
the  leading  music  organizations  of  Shanghai  Music  Conservatory, 
"that  country.  The  chorus  made  Philharmonic  Society  of  Beijing 
Chinese  history  Nov.  5,  becoming  the  (Pdting)  and  (Dentral  Conservatory 
first  group  from  outside  the  People’s  of  Music  in  Peking.  The  cultural  ex- 
Republic  of  (3una  to  perform  in  the  change  tour  of  the  Centurymen  was 
Radio  Peking  Music  Hall.  The  con-  sponsored  by  the  radio  and  television 
cert  was  later  broadcast  by  the  community  and  music  community  of 
Chinese  in  t^er  communist  coun-  (Oina  through  Shanghai  television 
tries.  and  China  ’Travel  Service. 

The  Centurymen  also  were  hon-  NBC  is  offering  the  network  special 

ored  at  a  banquet  in  the  Great  Hall  of  to  its  affiliate  stations  at  1  p.m. 
the  People,  usually  reserved  for  en-  (EST)  Feb.  26.  Dates  and  times 
tertaining  heads  of  state.  Located  in  local  broadcast  of  the  program  may 
the  capit^  of  Peking,  the  Great  Hall  vary. 

Church  related  vocations  is 
topic  of  session^  for  youths 


Young  people  interested  in  explor¬ 
ing  and  respraiding  to  God’s  call  to  a 
church-related  occupation  are  in¬ 
vited  to  a  conference  in  Jackson, 
March  9-10. 

The  conference  is  called  “God’s 
Call:  My  Response,”  and  will  take 
place  at  Colonial  Heights  Baptist 
Church.  It  is  sponscH^  by  the  Church 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
Department  (rf  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Ckmvoition  Board,  Leon  Emery, 
director. 

The  meeting  is  open  to  youth  in 
9th- 12th  grades.  They  will  hear  about 
the  preparation  necessary  for  the 
various  areas  of  ministry  and  what 
the  ministries  themselves  involve. 


Ministries  to  be  discussed  include 
student  ministries,  music,  missio¬ 
nary  service,  education,  recreation, 
pastoral,  and  specialties. 

Messages  will  be  given  by  Chester 
Swor,  lecturer  from  Jackson,  and 
Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary- 
treasurer  it  the  MBCB. 

•  The  conference  begins  Mar.  9  at  7 
p.m.  and  dismisses  the  next  day  at  3 
p.m. 

Deadline  for  registration  is  March 
1.  Please  send  names  and  ages  of 
youths  attending  along  with  $5  per 
person  to  cover  the  cost  of  lunch  and 
materials  to  Leon  Emery,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  39205. 


FACULTY  ANNOUNCEMENT 
Wayland  Baptist  University 

POSITION :  Instructor  or  Assistant  Professor  of  Speech  and  Drama. 
Nine-month  appointment,  with  possible  summers. 

QUALIFICATIONS:  M.A.  or  M.F.A.  in  design  and  technical  theatre 
required. 

DUnElS :  Teach  courses  in  scene,  light,  costume  design  and  makeup. 
Technical  director  duties  include  design  and  execution  or  supervision  of 
all  production  designs  and  the  technical  supervision  of  iwo  theatre 
facilities. 

SALARY :  (Competitive,  depending  upon  experience  and  qualifica¬ 
tions. 

CLOSING  DATE*  M^  1,  1984. 

APPOINTMENT  DA'TE:  Fall  1984. 

THE  UNIVERSITY :  Wayland  Baptist  University  is  an  innovative 
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ter’s  levels. 

TO  APPLY :  Send  vita,  transcripts,  and  other  papers  to: 

Dr.  John  Mitchell 
Theatre  Search  (Committee 
Wayland  Baptist  University  #344 
IMO  W.  7th 

Plainview,  TX  79072-6998 


Wayland  Baptist  University  is  an  equal  opportunity /affirmative  ac¬ 
tion  employer. 
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^Express  your  love^  Month 


Thursday,  February  23, 1W4 
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February  is  “Express  Your  Love” 
Month,  reported  the  bulletin  of  Druid 
Hills  Baptist  Church  in  Atlanta, 
based  on  I  John  4:11— "If  God  so 
loves  us,  we  ought  also  to  love  one 
another.”  Every  home  of  the  church 
was  to  be  visited  this  month  by  staff, 
deacons,  or  other  Sunday  School 
members.  For  me,  too,  this  has  been 
a  month  for  expressing  love. 

Feb.  2— Groundhog  Day.  And  I’m 
sure  any  groundhogs  in  Pascagoula 
saw  their  shadows  this  morning. 
Frotn  the  second-floor  deck  at  4008 
South  Shore  Avenue,  I  could  get  a  cir¬ 
cular  view  as  the  sun  came  up,  softly 
yellow  in  a  pale  sky,  and  I  felt  as  if  I 
were  looking  through  a  fish-eye  cam¬ 
era  lens.  At  one  side  of  the  half  circle 
stood  smoke  stacks  of  industry;  at 
the  other  side  rose  a  row  of  new  con¬ 
dominiums;  in  the  center,  a  few 
hundred  yards  beyond  the  back  yard 
and  its  adjoining  bayou,  shone  the 
open  water  of  the  Mississippi  Sound. 
Directly  below  me,  Leila  Mae  was 
feeding  ducks  on  the  bayou.  She 
came  back  inside  and  called, 
“Breakfast  is  ready!”  And  what  a 
breakfast!  Ham,  eggs,  orange  juice, 
plum  jelly  and  fig  preserves  with  hot 
homemade  biscuits. 

Two  people  I  especially  love  and 
appreciate  are  Dr.  Allen  Webb  and 
his  wife,  L«ila  Mae.  He  was  my  and 
W.D.’s  pastor  for  ten  years  (1961-71) 
at  Daniel  Memorial  Church  in 
Jackson  and  she  was  a  fellow 
member  of  the  women’s  missionary 
group  called  the  Jane  McRae  Circle. 
For  the  past  few  years  I’ve  been 
watching  with  admiration  the  good 
job  he  has  been  doing  as  director  of 
missions  in  Jackson  ^unty  Associa¬ 
tion.  For  Feb.  1,  he  had  lin^  up  three 
interviews  for  me  in  Pascagoula.  Be¬ 
tween  a  couple  of  them,  he  and  Leila 
Mae  took  W.D.  and  me  out  for  a  good 
seafood  dinner,  and  invited  us  to 
spend  the  night  at  their  house.  So 
here  we  are,  feeling  as  if  we  are  on 
vacation  by  Uie  sea !  Over  one  bed  is  a 
painting  by  Mike  Hataway,  of  the 
house  they  lived  in,  on  Cooper  Road 
in  Jackson.  In  the  den  are  pictures  ot 
their  children,  Ann,  Jim,  and  Ron, 
and  six  grandchildren.  Dr.  Webb, 
who  grew  up  in  Itta  Bena,  pointed  out 
the  fruit  trees  he  has  planted  in  his 
back  yard.  “I’m  still  a  country  boy  at 
heart,”  he  said.  Leila  Mae  used  to 
teach  school  and  now,  along  with 
othOrs  at  First  CIhurch,  Pascagoula, 
and  other  Jackson  0)untians,  she  is 
teaching  English  to  internationals. 
Now,  she  said,  she  is  teaching  a 
young  Chinese  man  who  works  at  the 
House  of  Chin  Restaurant. 

Feb.  4— This  has  been  Love  Your 
Pets  Day.  It  was  warm  and  sunny,  so 
W.D.  and  I  raked  leaves,  with  robins 
and  squirrels  hopping  and  running  all 
about  .us.  Cold  weather  is  predicted 
for  tomorrow,  so  I  piled  bags  of 
leaves  all  arou^  and  on  top  of  Brow¬ 
nie’s  dog  house,  and  it  lo^s  like  a 
cave.  He  should  stay  warm  now. 


Feb.  5— (Love  the  Senior  Adults 
Day?? )  Mrs.  Eleanor  Smith,  retired, 
went  with  me  to  Ackerman  to  see  J. 
B.  Smith,  retired  pastor,' age  83,  and 
Mrs.  Smith.  Way  back  when  Eleanor 
was  working  in  the  Baptist  Record 
office.  Brother  J.  B.  would  stop  by  to 
chat  with  us.  (She  and  he  are  both 
Smiths,  but  not  related ).  She  said  she 
remembered  when  his  son,  Jimmy," 
came  for  a  Baptist  Building  visit  at 
age  12.  Jimmy  (James)  is  pastor  now 
at  Hollandale.  Since  J.  B.  is  a  natural 
bom  storyteller.  I’ve  been  wanting  to 
hear  him  do  some  reminiscing.  That 
he  did— while  his  wife  fed  us 
homemade  bread  and  homemade 
butter  (ummmmm! ).  I’ll  be  doing  a 
story  about  him  later  this  year. 

Feb.  11— What  could  be  more  ex¬ 
pressive  of  love  than  a  wedding  with 
red  dresses  and  a  Valentine  motif? 
Chuck  Bingham  married  Pam 
Kinsley  at  Alta  Woods  Church, 
Jackson,  at  high  noon.  (Chuck  is  son 
of  Betty  and  Charlie  Bingham.  My 
good  friend,  Betty,  was  working  in 
the  Baptist  Building  when  I  came 
nearly  31  years  ago— and  still  is, 
though  she  took  a  brief  break  or  so 
along  the  way.)  Grace  Lovelace  and 
Annie  Kate  Bryant,  both  of  Ginton, 
went  with  me  to  the  wedding. 

Feb.  14— When  I  got  home  from 
work  I  found  on  the  table  two  red 
roses  and  a  heart-shaped  box  of 
candy  from  my  one  and  only  hus¬ 
band  !  And  a  giant  Valentine  with  just 
the  words  I  most  wanted  to  hear— “I 
love  you.” 

Feb.  16— Love  Eudora  Welty  Day.  I 
stood  in  line,  with  500  others,  for  an 
hour  at  the  Old  Capitol,  waiting  for 
Miss  Welty’s  autograph  in  her  new 
book.  One  Writer’s  Beginnings.  She 
expressed  love  for  her  readers  by 
graciously  signing  and  signing  and 
signing,  while  smiling  through  what 
had  to  be  sheer  exhaustion,  and  I 
treasure  that  signature.  (The  Op¬ 
timist’s  Daughter  is  my  favorite  of 
her  works. ) 

Feb.  19— A  four-day  revival  began 
at  Morrison  Heights  Church,  with 
Leonard  Sanderson  as  evangelist  and 
Lonnie  Stewart  leading  the  singing. 
Tonight  as  I  watched  tfie  baptismal 
service,  I  thought  on  the  depto  of  the 
words,  “God  is  love.  ...  We  love 
him,  because  he  first  loved  us.” 


When  two  egotists  meet,  it’s  a  case 
of  an  I  for  an  I. 

The  warden  of  a  prison  sent  a  note 
around  to  inmates  asking  for  sugges¬ 
tions  on  the  kind  of  party  they’d  re¬ 
commend  to  celebrate  his  2Sth  an¬ 
niversary.  The  prisoners  all  had  the 
same  idea— Open  House. 

She;  “It’s  e!ily  six  o'clock.  I  told 
you  to  come  after  dinner.” 

He:  “That’s  what  I  came  after.” 


Need  for  puppets 

Elditor; 

I  would  like  to  express  to  the  read¬ 
ers  of  the  Record  a  need  that  our 
school  has. 

Clarksdale  Baptist  Church  School 
has  begun  a  puppet  ministry  that  has 
been  very  succe^ul  in  using  the  ta¬ 
lents  of  our  junior  high  students. 
However,  our  school  is  in  need  of 
puppets;  and  we  would  like  to  ask  for 
the  help  of  churches  that  might  have 
puppets  available  which  are  not 
being  used  and  that  they  would  be 
willing  to  donate  to  this  ministry. 

We  will  be  glad  to  pay  the  cost  of 
shipping  to  our  school.  'The  school 
phone  number  is  (601)  624-6514;  or 
you  may  write  Clarksdale  Baptist 
Church  School,  P.  0.  Box  246, 
Clarksdale,  MS  38614. 

Thank  you  very  much 

Clarksdale  Baptist  School 

Mark  Wofford,  Principal 


The  Word  gives  life 

Eklitor: 

I  notice  that  most  people  who  write 
“the  Bible  is  very  plain”  about  a  cer¬ 
tain  issue  usually  show  a  great  deal  of 
expertise  in  the  art  of  proof  texting. 
While  I  do  agree  that  we  should  have 
some  firm  convictions  about  what  we 
believe  the  Bible  teaches,  this  seems 
to  be  one  of  the  most  common 
methods  of  using  the  Bible  as,  a  per¬ 
sonal  weapon.  While  it  is  the  “sword 
of  the  Spirit,”  should  we  not  be  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  Spirit  dictates  its  in¬ 
terpretation  and  use?  Was  the  “Word 
of  God”  not  sent  to  give  life  instead  of 
taking  it?  Interpretation  of  the  Bible 
is  a  serious  undertaking  and  hardly 
one  that  can  be  done  adequately  with 
questionable  motives  or  simple 
methods.  It  deserves  our  best  efforts' 
and  motives  and  requires  the  gui¬ 
dance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  After  all,  do 
we  not  say  that  he  wrote  it? 

Dudley  M.  Waddle,  pastor 

Bradford  (Chapel  Baptist  Church 

Gore  Springs 


No.  1  killer 

Editor: 

The  latest  products,  flour,  cake 
mixes,  etc.  are  being  taken  off  the 
shelves  of  our  markets  for  the  reason 
they  contain  an  ingredient  that  is 
dangerous  (like Tylenol  was),  maybe 
could  be  fatal.  I  am  so  very  glad  they 
discovered  this  in  time. 

But  I  hope  soon  the  scales  may  be 
removed  from  their  eyes  and  see  that 
the  number  1  killer  of  self  and  others 
is  (alcohol)  whiskey.  Oh,  I  know  no 
one  makes  anyone  drink,  neither  do 
they  make  you  take  Tylenol  and  eat 
cakes  and  muffins;  but  we  do  it,  and 
we  are  protected  when  they  detect  it. 
Great! 

I  believe  in  the  sight  of  God  it  is  a 
sin  for  whiskey  to  be  sold  when  we 
and  our  officials  know  the  harm  it  can 
cause.  ‘Lead  us  not  into  temptation; 
but  how  pretty  the  whiskey  bottles 
look  on  uie  shelves  in  the  store  that 
sits  just  as  near  the  highway  as  pos¬ 
sible. 

Some  people  aren’t  as  strong  as 
others;  and  let’s  not  condemn  the 


drunk  until  we  have  walked  in  his 
moccasins,  until  we  know  his  or  her 
problems,  physical  or  emotional. 
Let’s  show  some  compassion  for  him 
and  his  loved  ones. 

I  do  not  condone  drinking.  I  hate 
everything  it  represents;  and  why  in 
the  name  of  (Jod  can  it  be  allowed  to 
flow  so  freely,  cause  so  much  sor¬ 
row?  Yet  the  guys  who  sell  it  could 
care  less  if  the  drunk  they  have  just 
sold  it  to  goes  50  feet  away  from  their 
place  and  gets  killed  or  kills  some¬ 
one.  Is  that  justice? 

I  know  about  whiskey,  and  how  sad 
it  is  to  see  someone  dear  to  you  under 
the  influence  of  the  poison  it  contains, 
their  mind  affected,  their  eyes,  and 
their  attitude.  Oh,  what  it  causes.  Yet 
nothing  is  done,  only  allow  more 
places  to  open.  It’s  causing  more  sor¬ 
row  to  young  and  old  than  anything 
else  can  ever  cause.  Fights,  shoot¬ 
ings,  rapes,  and  homes  broken  have 
been  results  of  whiskey.  But  let’s  let 
it  flow— pick  up  the  poor,  sick,  weak 
person  who  causes  this,  and  let  the 
people  in  their  little  cozy  places  sell 
it,  get  rich,  and  care  less  for  their 
victim.  They  are  the  ones  who  kill. 

Name  withheld 
by  editor 

Annuity  phone  number 

Elditor: 

The  Annuity  Board,  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  its  constituents,  decided 
to  eliminate  the  various  numbers  on 
the  toll  free  WATS  lines  and  to  use 
only  one  number.  Planning  for  this 
has  been  going  on  for  more  than  a 
year. 

Publicity  was  mailed  in  December 
and  January  to  members  about  the 
change  in  numbers  and  ads  were 
placed  in  the  state  Baptist  papers. 
However,  Southwestern  Bell  did  not 
make  the  change  on  Jan .  1  as  planned 
and  members  have  been  confused 
about  why  they  cannot  reach  the  An¬ 
nuity  Board  on  this  new  line. 

We  have  waited  to  send  a  notice 
about  this  to  you  because  Bell  keeps 
assuring  us  that  the  problem  will  be' 
fixed  momentarily. 

Let  me  assure  you  that  we  are 
working  on  the  problem  and  pushing 
for  an  immediate  resolution.  Until 
the  problem  is  resolved,  members 
can  reach  the  Annuity  Board  on  the 
old  toll  free  numbers  ( 1-800-527-9010 
or  1-800-527-9003).  Texas  residents 
can  get  through  at  1-800-442-7053.  Will 
you  please  relay  this  information  to 
ypur  readers.  As  soon  as  the  new 
number  is  available  for  use,  I  will 
write  you  again. 

Thank  you  for  all  you  do  to  make 
our  job  at  the  Annuity  Board  easier. 

Darold  H.  Morgan 

President 

SBC  Annuity  Board 


Ambasnador  to  the  Vatican 

Eklitor: 

Without  pursuing  the  possibilities 
of  the  origin  of  Baptists,  I  would  re¬ 
spond  to  the  letter  to  the  editor  from 
Alvis  K.  Cooper  in  a  recent  Baptist 
Record. 

First,  I  am  surprised  at  any  Christ¬ 
ian  person,  particularly  a  Baptist 


preacher,  publicly  stating  “outrage” 
with  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  In  reading  Jeremiah  chapter 
26 1  find  that  we  as  free  citizens  Uving 
in  a  democracy  sometimes  take  our 
freedom  too  far  irr  stating  our  views 
and  criticizing  our  leaders,  espe¬ 
cially,  in  view  of  our  Lord’s  position 
concerning  the  captives  in  Babylon 
when  he  commanded  them  to  seek 
peace  with  their  captors  and  to  be 
good  citizens  in  this  strange  land. 

I  certainly  do  not  win  all  the  votes  1 
cast;  however,  after  the  election  I 
shall  continue  to  support  to  the  best  of 
my  ability  the  victorr  This  is  not  to  " 
say  I  do  not  disagree,  disapprove;  or 
in  cases,  get  disgusted  with  a  public 
official.  We  all  fall  short! 

The  seemingly  important  issue  to 
Rev.  Cooper  was  not  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  may  possibly  be  following  “di¬ 
vine  guidance,”  nor  was  he  offering 
support  in  prayer  that  God’s  will  b^ 
done;  but  rather  the  issue  seemed  to 
be  that,  of  all  things,  the  Republican 
Party  was  to  be  held  liable! 

Forgive  me,  but  I  will  not  as  a  for 
real,  live,  and  breathing  Republican 
accept  any  glory,  blame,  nor  admira¬ 
tion  for  toe  {Resident’s  decision.  1 
will  support  it,  pray  for  Mr.  Reagan 
and  his  decision,  and  hope  it  may  help 
bring  peace  to  areas  where  the 
Catholic  Church  has  influence. 

If  Protestants  take  issue  with  this.  I 
wonder  if  it  is  because  we,  are  inse¬ 
cure  in  our  faith  and  beliefs,  thinking 
another  group  may  “get  ahead”  »>f 
us,  or  are  we  just  narrow  minded 
enough  to  think  we  have  exclusive 
(right  from  wrong)  awareness. 

John  W.  Bowlin 

Member  Hickory  Flat  Baptist 

CJiurch 

Member  State  Executive  Committee 
Mississippi  Republican  Party 

Not  to  defend  Bro.  Cooper,  particu¬ 
larly,  but  a  great  many  Southern 
Baptists  and  other  Protestants  feel 
very  strongly  about  tbe  principle  of 
the  separation  of  church  and  state 
and  the  obvious  violation  of  tbe  prin¬ 
ciple  that  would  be  represented  by 
establishing  diplomatic  relations 
with  the  Vatican.  It  has  been  deter¬ 
mined  by  past  experience  that  it 
takqs  determined  effort  to  undo  such 
action ,as  naming  an  ambassador  to 
the  Vatican,  and  that  may  account 
for  Bro.  Cooper’s  rhetoric.  We  do  ap¬ 
preciate  very  much,  however,  your 
comments  from  the  other  side  of  that 
issue.— EMitor. 


SUMMER  RETREAT 
FACILITIES 

FootMs  o(  Great  Smokies  •  30  rrwKites 
from  Qattnburg  •  Campus  tacMies 
avaSabte  •  Daily  rates  Si  7  SO  per 
person  (loOgir>g  and  three  meala 
guests  provide  own  knens/iowels) 

For  More  formation  and  Reservations 
—  Write  — 

Jackie  Carpenter,  Busliteu  Maiwger 
Harrison  ChUhowee  Baptist  Academy 
fit.  S,  Boi  1 300,  Seymour,  TN  37MS 
(StS)  S73-M21 
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to  hear 
Woodward 


Southern  Baptist  Convention 

Roe  Bartle  Hall 
Kansas  City,  Mo 

June  12-14,  1984 
Theme:  my  people  ...  I  will. 

Chronicles  7:14) 


9:55  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  Report—RoyL.  Honeycutt, 
president,  Louisville,  Ky. 

10: 10  Theme  Interpretation— Lewis  Drummond,  LoUisville,  Ky. 

10:20  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  Report— Russell  H. 

Dilday  Jr.,  president.  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
10:30  Annuity  Board  Report— Darbld  H.  Morgan,  president,  Dallas. 

10:40  New  Orleans  Bap^t  Theological  Seminary  Report— Landrum  P. 

Leavell  II,  president.  New  Orleans 
11:00  Business  < 

EIlecti(m  of  Officers  (Fifth) 

.First  Report  of  Resolutions  Committee 
11:25  (Canada Study  Ck)nunittee  Report— Fred  E.  Roai±,  chairman;  real 

estate  developer,  Dallas  ' 

11:55  (3on^egational  Singing— Wesley  Forbis,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

12:00  Music— Men’s  Chorus,  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 

nary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
12:05  Scripture  and  Prayer 

Convention  Sermon,  Russell  H.  Dilday  Jr.,  ju'esident.  South¬ 
western  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
12:30  '  Benediction— Bill  Heaton,  pastor,  Helena  Baptist  (Jhurch,  Helena, 

Ala.  ' 

NO  AFTERNOON  SESSION 
Wednesday  Evening,  June  IS,  1984 

6:30  Music  for  Inspiration— The  Missouri  Singing  Men 

7:00  (Jongregationk  Sin^g— William  J.  Reyiwlds,  Fort  Worth,  Texas  Clinton,  MS  39058,  by  March  1, 1984. 

Prayer— Bertha  Smith,  retired  foreign  missionary,  Cowpens,  S.C.  Entertainment  during  the  banquet 
7 : 10  Presentation  of  Past  SBC  Presidents  will  be  provided  by  the  Madrigal  Sin- 

7:15  Presentation  of  Newly  Elected  SBC  Officers 
10:15  Announcement  of  Committee  on  Committees— Resolutions  and  Tel-  7:20 

lers 

10:20  Executive  Committee  Report  (Parti)— Harold  C.Bannett,execu-  7:30 

five  secretary-treasurer,  Nashville,  Tenn.  7:40 

10:55  Presentation  of  Gavels  7:45 

Introduction  of  Business  and  Resolutions 
11:25  Con^egational  Singing— Bob  Woolley,  Jefferson  City,  Mo.  8:45 

11:30  Music — Choir,  First  Baptist  Church,  Euless,  Texas  9:00 

11:35  President’s  Address— James  T.  Draper  Jr.,  pastor.  First  Baptist 

Church,  Euless,  Texas  „  Thui 

12:00  Benediction  9;00 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  ^une  12, 1984 

1:30  Evangelistic  Singers 

2:30  Congregational  Singing— Doyal  Spence,  minister  of  music.  First 

Baptist  Church,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Prayer— David  Walker,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church,  San  Antonio, 

Texas 

2:40  Theme  Interpretation— Lewis  Dnufimond,  Louisville,  Ky. 

2:55  Messenger  Information  Survey— Martin  B.  Bradley,  recording 
secretary;  manager,  research  services  department,  Sunday 
School  Board,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

3:00  Election  of  Officers  (First) 

3:20  Introduction  of  Business  and  Resolutions 

3:30  Congregational  Singing— Doyal  Spence,  Roanoke,  Va.  10:20 

3:35  Executive  Committee  Report  (Part  2)— Harold  C.  Bennett, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

4:00  Sunday  School  Board  Report— Lloyd  Elder,  president,  Nashville, 

Tenn.  1®:40 

4:30  Business  10:55 

Election  of  Officers  (Second) 

(Committee  on  Committees  Report  Resolution  (Committee  (Final  Report) 

Committee  on  Boards  Report  12:30  BenMiction— Ca^ey  Goodrpe,  pastoi 

Miscellaneous  Business  Church,  Wilmington,  N.C. 

5:15  Benediction — Albert  A.  Peverall  Jr.,  pastor.  Tabernacle  Baptist  Thursday  AftBIHOOD,  June  14,  1984 

Church,  Salem,  Va.  2:00  Music  for  Inspiration— Faye  Burgess, 

Tuesday  Evening,  June  12,  1984  Tenn. 

6:30  Music  for  Inspiration — (^nturymen  Con^egational  Singmg — Steve  Taylor, 

7:00  Congregational  Singing— William  J.  Reynolds,  convention  music  r»_ '^***®’ j  « 

director;  associate  professor  of  music.  Southwestern  Baptist  Prayer — Richard  Perry  Ellis  Jr.,  pas 

Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas  Church,  Cledar  Oeek,  Texas 

p>rayer  ‘  Introduction  of  Fraternal  Messengers 

7:10  ElecUonof  Officers  (Third)  2:50  Radio  and  Television  Commission  Repo 

7:30  Home  Mission  Board  Report — William  G.  Tanner,  president.  At-  dent,  Fort  Worth,  Texas 

lanta  2:00  Education  Commission  Report— Arthui 

8:30  Music— COnturymen  <  director-treasurer,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

8 : 40  Launching  of  ACTS  and  BapUst  TelNet— Jihuny  R.  Allen,  presi-  2 : 10  Southeni  Baptist  Commission  on  the  Am 

dent.  Radio  and  Television  Commission,  Fort  Worth,  Texas;  Seminary  Report— Arthur  L.  Walke 

Lloyd  Elder,  president,  Sunday  School  B<Mrd,  Nashville,  Tenn.  Nashville,  Tenn. 

9:30  Benediction — ^Tom  Melzoni,  minister  of  education,  First  Baptist  ^’2®  Historical  Commission  Report — Lyn 

Church  Dallas  director-treasurer,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Wednesday  Morning,  June  13,  1984  J?  c^gregational  Singing-Steve  Taylor, 

9:00  Music  for  Ins?iration-M’en’s  Chorus,  Southwestern  Baptist 

Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth.  Texas  Report-Gerhan 

9:30  Congregational  Singing— Wesley  Forbis,  secretary,  church  music  Riimnaae 

department,  Sunday  School  Boart),  Nashville,  Tenn.  i  i 

'  Prayer-Roy  E.  Holder,  director  of  m&ions,  Transylvania  BapUst 

yisociati^,  Brevard,  N.C.  •  chairman;  physician,  Columbia, 

9:40  fUecUon  of  Officers  (Fourth)  *  .  -  (Chntinued  on  page  7) 


The  seventh  annual  meeting  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music 
(Conference  will  feature  as  confer- 
a  ®"ce  speaker 


Tuesday  Morning,  June  12, 1984 

9:00  Music  for  InspiraUon— (Choir,  First  Baptist  (Church,  ECuless,  Texas 

9:30  Call  to  Order 

(Congregational  Singing— Bob  Woolley,  music  secretary,  Mis- 
soun  Baptist  (ConvenUon,  Jefferson  CSty,  Mo. 

Prayer 

9:40  Registration  Report  and  (ConsUtuUon  of  (Convention— Lee  Porter, 
registraUon  secretary;  design  editor,  Sunday  school  depart¬ 
ment,  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

(Committee  on  Order  of  Business— Fred  H.  Wolfe,  chairman;  pas¬ 
tor,  (Cottage  Hill  Baptist  (Church,  Mobile,  Ala. 

9:50  Welcome— Rheubin  L.  South,  executive  director,  Missouri  Baptist 

(Convention,  Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

9: 55  Response— Dan  H.  Kong,  executive  secretary,  Hawaii  BapUst  (Con- 

*  venUon,  Honolulu 

■10:00  Theme  Interpretation— Lewis Drummond,  Billy  Graham  Prirfes- 
sor  of  Evangelism.  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 


gers  of  Mississippi  (College,  James 
Stewardship  Commission  Report— A. R.  Fagan,  executive  Gla£»,  director. 

^e^r-trea^er,  NashviUC’ Twin.  The  opening  session  will  begin  at 

Bold  Mission  Thrtist  Report— Harold  C.  Bennett,  Nashville,  Tenn.  7.30  n  m  in  Provine  (Chapel  at  Mis- 
CongregaUonal  Singing-WiUiam  J.  Reynolds.  Fort  Worth,  Texas  sjsgippj  (College.  It  wiU  fea^re  a  con- 
Foreign  Mission  Board  Report-R.  Keith  Parks,  president,  ggrt  by  the  WiUiam  Carey  C^iorale, 
Richmond,  Va.  Winters,  director,  and  an  ad- 

Busmess  jlregg  by  Woodward. 

Benediction- C.  L.  Culpepper,  retired  foreign  missionary, 

Memphis  Tenn  *  Friday  morning  session  will 

ay  MorniDg,  June  14,  1984  .  .“!!! 

Music  tor  Inspiration-Senior  Adult  Oioirs,  Kansas  Oty.  Mo.  ^  onsOess  man 

Congregational  Singing— Harry  Taylor,  music  secretary,  „  ® 

K^-Nebraska  ConvenUon  of  Southern  Baptists,  Topeka,  W^w^"Sd  ^ 

Prayef — (Charles  E.  Jackson,  insurance  agent.  Mobile,  Ala.  designed  for  group  sharing.  J^es  is 

Golden  Gate  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  Report— Franklin  D.  tmuVhii^h  iapk<!nn  ^  ^ 

Pollard,  president,  MiU  Valley,  CaUf.  enuren,  jacKson. 

Woman’s  Missionarv  Union  Renort— (Carolvn  Weatherford,  execu-  Music  ministers  who  have  served 


•  Custom  dooign 
•  InstaHatlon 

•  SalM 

•  Sorvico 

•  Spoclalsts  In  church 
sound  rainforcamant. 


Thortday,  Febniary  23. 1M4 
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SBC 

(Continued  from  page  8) 

Denominational  Pr&s  Report— Wilmer  C.  Fields,  SBC  Press 
Representative,  assistant  to  the  executive  secretary  and  di¬ 
rector  of  public  relations,  SBC  Executive  Committee, 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

Other  Matters 
4:30  Benediction 

Thursday  Evening,  June  14, 1984 

6:30  Music  for  Inspiration — William  Jewell  (College  Festival  Wind  EJn- 
semble,  Philip  C.  Posey,  conductor,  Liberty,  Mo. 

7:00  Congregational  Sieging— William  J.  Reynolds,  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
-  Prayer— Neil  Jeffries,  minister  of  youth,  Wilshire  Baptist  Church, 
Dallas 

^7:10  Introdudtion  of  Local  Committees 

7 : 15  Southern  Baptist  Foundation  Report— Hollis  E.  Johnson  III,  execu¬ 

tive  secretary-treasurer,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

7:25  Brotherhood  Conunission  Report— James  H.  Smith,  president, 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

7:35  American  Bible  Society  Report — Alice  E.  Ball,  general  secretary. 

New  York 

7j45  Coh^egational  Singing— William  J.  Reynolds,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas 
7 : 50  Music — Dean  Wilder,  director  of  vocal  studies,  William  Jewell  Col¬ 

lege,  Liberty,  Mo. 

8:00  Laity  Emphasis^ames  Jeffries,  financial  developer.  Overland 
Park,  Kan.  _. 

8:25  Music— Rosemapr  Hoover,  concert  artist.  Independence,  Mo. 

8:30  Message— Zig  Ziglar,  motivation  speaker,  Dallas 

9:00  Benediction  • 

Convention  Officers 

JamesT.  Draper  Jr.,  president;  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church,  Euless^exas 
John  Sullivan,  first  vice  president;  pastor,  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church, 
Shreveport,  La. 

C.  Eklward  Plice,  second  vice  president;  retired  executive,  Westinghouse 
Electric  Corporation,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Martin  B.  Bradley,  recording  secretai7;  manager,  research  services  de¬ 
partment,  ^ptist  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Lee  Porter,  registration  secretary;  design  editor,  Sunday  School  depart¬ 
ment,  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Harold  C.  Bennett,  treasurer;  executive  secretary-treasurer,  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Chnunittee,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Wilmer  C.  Fields,  press  representative;  assistant  to  the  executive  secretary 
and  director  of  public  relations,  SBC  Executive  Committee,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

William  J.  Reynolds,  music  director;  associate  professor  of  music.  South¬ 
western  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas  *  ~ 

Committee  On  Order  Of  Business 
Larry  C.  Oawford,  physician,  Burlington,  N.C. 

Morris  H.  Chapman,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas 
J.  Nixon  Daniel  III,  attorney,  Pensacola,  Fla. 

James  T.  Draper  Jr.,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church,  Euless,  Texas,  president. 
Southern  Baptist  (invention,  ex  officio 
Charles  G.  Fuller,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church,  Roanoke,  Va. 

C.  Bruce  Mclver,  pastor,  Wilshire  Baptist  Church,  Dallas 

Fred  H.  Wolfe,  chairman.  Cottage  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Mobile,  Ala. 


Gift  in  the 
kneading  bowl 


wMjtmwrmM 


By  Jimmy  G.  McGee,  pastor.  First,  Grenada 


“They  begged  us  to  accept  their 
gift  and  so  let  them  share  the  honor  of 
supporting.  so  reads  the  Phil¬ 
lips  translation  of  II  Chmthians  8:4. 

I  like  the  Cooperative  Program  for 
many  reasons.  Two  minor  reasons  of 
significance  to  me  are  suggested :  ( 1 ) 
It  hides  my  gifts  in  the  kneading  bowl 
and  (2)  It  allows  me  participation  in 
every  facet  of  worldwide  missions. 

IT  HIDES  MY  GIFT  IN  THE 
KNEADING  BOWL  and  lets  me  be 
generous  without  my  boasting  and 
without  others  questioning  t()e  moti¬ 
vation  of  my  gift.  The  result  of  my 
gift  fixes  no  name  on  a  window  or  pew 
but  mixes  in  the  bowl  for  a  “sweet 
smelling”  ministry  to  the  end  of  the 
earth.  I  thank  God  for  a  church  fam¬ 
ily  that  proportions  26  percent  of  its 
budget  through  the  Cooperative 
Fhrogram. 

IT  ALLOWS  ME  PARTICIPA¬ 


TION  IN  EVERY  FACET  OF 
WORLDWIDE  MISSIONS,  even 
those  about  which  I  am  little  excited. 

Yes,  I  trust  and  pray  for  those 
whose  responsibility  it  is  to  decide 
the  use  of  C^perative  Program 
monies  at  the  state  and  national 
level. 

An  important  dimension  to  me  is 
participation  in  every  mission  field 
much  as  an  investor  in  stocks— one 
stock  appears  to  fail,  anotho*  stock 
excels. 

One  mission  field  shrinks,  another 
increases;  one  hasn’t  had  a  convert 
in  three  years,  another  baptizes  hun¬ 
dreds.  If  I  had  invested  only  in  the 
mission  of  the  unresponsive  field,  I 
might  be  disappointed. 

The  total  effort  mixes  the  disap¬ 
pointment  and  exhilaration  for  a  re 
suit  of  fulfillment  and  joy. 


Sunday  School  Board  elects 


By  Linda  Lawton 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— 
Trustees  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  have  elected  James  D. 
Williams  of  Southwestern  Seminary, 
Fort  Worth,  to  a  newly  created  posi¬ 
tion  as  associate  to  the  president,  of¬ 
fice  of  planning  and  research. 

Williams,  49,  is  professor  of  adult 
education  and  associate  dean  for  ad¬ 
vanced  studies  in  the  seminary’s 
school  of  religious  education.  He  has 
taught  at  Southwestern  since  1962 
and  will  assume  his  new  position  in 
early  summer. 

During  their  annual  meeting,  trus¬ 
tees  elected  Johnnie  C.  Ciodwin  to  di¬ 
rect  the  Holman  Bible  publishing  di¬ 
vision.  Godwin,  46,  a  14-year  veteran 
of  the  board,  has  managed  the 
Broadman  department  since  1977.  He 
succeeds  E.  CXdell  Crowe,  who  died  in 
1983. 

Fhroduction  of  at-cost,  inexpensive 
Scripture  texts  for  mass  distribution 
by  (lurches  and  other  groups  was 
authorized  by  the  trustees  in  approv¬ 
ing  the  addition  of  a  17th  program  of 
work,  Bible  publishing,  formerly 
part  of  the  program  of  Broadman 
publishing.  'Ihe 'board  will  continue 
to  publish  Bibles,  Scripture  portions, 
and  Bible  reference  books  for  dis¬ 
tribution  through  retail  outlets. 

The  new  program  must  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  messengers  to  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  in  June  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

In  other  action,  trustees  authorized 
a  five  percent  increase  in  church  lit¬ 
erature  prices  to  become  effective 
April,  1985. 

They  also  referred  to  the  church 
*  programs  and  services  committee  a 
motion  by  Ned  Mathews,  pastor  of 
Parkwood  Baptist  Church,  Gastonia, 
N.C.,  requesting  a  discussion  of  the 
full  board  in  August  1984  concerning 
treatment  of  eschatology  (events  re- 


Five  area  conferences  that  begin 
Feb.  24  for  bi-vocational  ministers 
will  be  held  in  Wayne  Association, 
Lebanon  Association,  Benton-Tippah 
Association,  Holmes  Association, 
and  Tishomingo  Association. 

Four  of  the  five  conferences  will 
have  two  sessions  with  the  first  one 
beginning  at  6  p.m.  on  Friday  with  a 
meal  furnished.  The  two-sessions 
conferefibes  will  resume  on  Saturday 
morning  in  each  case  with  breakfast 
at  7:30  a.m.  These  will  be  the  corrfer- 
ences  in  Wayne,  Lebanon,  Holmes 
and  Tishomingo  Associations. ' 

In  Lebanon  the  dates  are  March  2 
and  3.  In  Holmes  the  dates  are  Sept. 
14  and  15;  in  Tishomingo  the  dates 
are  Sept.  21  and  22, 

The  Benton-Tippah  conference  will 
be  on  May  14  and  begin  at  6:30  p.m. 
with  a  m^.  This  coitterence  will  be 
at  North  Ripley  Church  in  Ripley 
with  Harry  Phillips  in  charge.  For 
information^the  address  is  Box  67, 
Walnut,  Mi^'.  38883  (phohe  223-4386). 


latii^  to  the  Second  Coming  of  Clirist 
as  discussed  primarily  in  the  book  of 
Revelation)  in  Sunday  school  htera- 
ture. 

Earlier,  James  L.  H^y,  a  physi¬ 
cian  from  Beaumont,  Texas,  had  re¬ 
quested  a  discussion  by  the  full  board 
and  asked  whether  one  line  of  the 
Sunday  school  curriculum  might  be 
assigned  to  reflect  primarily  the 
pre-millennial  view.  “Their  litera¬ 
ture  has  traditionally  not  given  that 
position  a  very  good  shj^e,”  said 
Holly. 

Ralph  McIntyre,  director  of  the 
Bible  teaching  division,  said  editorial 
guidelines  on  eschatology  currently 
under  development  specify  ‘‘in¬ 
structing  editors  and  writers  to  deal 
with  broad  areas  of  common  agree¬ 
ment  and,  when  differences  are  held, 
we  will  seek  to  have  those  who  hold 
the  views  share  in  the  writing  as¬ 
signment.” 

Joe  O)urson,  pastor  of  Cinco  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Fla., 
said  referring  the  matter  to  the/ 
committee  will  allow  trustees  “not 
just  time  for  an  unplanned  discus¬ 
sion,  but  we  will  have  a  committee 
report  to  act  on.” 

As  associate  to  the  president,  Wil¬ 
liams  will  direct  the  office  of  plan¬ 
ning  and  research,  coordinate 
strategic  planning  throughout  the 
board,  and  relate  strategic  planning 
processes  to  annual  budget  planning. 

With  the  creation  of  the  new  post, 
trustees  authorized  discontinuing 
two  positions,  special  assistant  to  the 
executive  office  and  director  of  the 
office  of  planning.  Corner  Lesch  and 
Richard  Kay,  who  have  held  these 
positions,  will  be  reassigned  to  other 
places  of  responsibility  in  the  board. 

Elected  as  chairman  of  trustees 
was  John  J.  Bryan,  a  pathologist 
from  Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  who  also 


The  FYiday  session  in  Wayne  As¬ 
sociation  will  be  at  First  Church, 
Clara,  with  Lynn  0.  Mackey  in 
charge.  Information  may  be  had  by 
phoning  735-9413.  The  address  is 
110-A  Mississippi  Drive,  Waynes¬ 
boro,  39367.  The  Saturday  session  will 
be  at  West  Shady  Grove  Church, 
Waynesboro. 

In  Lebanon  Association  both  ses¬ 
sions  will  be  at  Trinity  LTiurch,  Petal, 
with  Joel  D.  Ray  in  charge.  'Hie  ad¬ 
dress  is  William  Carey  (College,  Hat¬ 


chaired  the  presidential  search 
conunittee  which  nominated  Lloyd 
Elder  as  president. 

(Linda  Lawson  writes  for  the  Son- 
day  School  Board. ) 

Stout  to  lead 
lay  school 
of  evangelism 

George  Stout,  a  layman  of  First 
(Church,  Pasadena,  Texas,  gave  his 
testimony  in  the  pulpit  of  Main  Street 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  Feb._  12  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  Lay  Evangelism  School 
that  is  to  be  held  at  the  church  Feb. 
26-March  1. 

Stout  has  been  involved  in  more 
than  100  Lay  Evangelism  Schools  in 
the  United  States,  in  Korea,  in 
Europe,  and  in  Brazil. 

The  director  of  the  Main  Street 
Church  Lay  Evangelism  School  will 
be  Delton  Beall,  minister  of 
evangelism  at  the  church.  He  con¬ 
ducted  several  such  schools  while 
pastor  of  First  CJhurch,  Lyman. 

Main  Street  has  an  established 
Continuing  Witness  Training  prog¬ 
ram,  Beall  said;  but  this  is  the  first 
time  for  a  Lay  Evangelism  School. 

Fred  Selby  Jr.  is  pastor  at  Main 
Street  (Ourch. 

Crusader  Day 
to  feature 
Earl  Craig 

Crusader  Day  for  Royal  Ambas¬ 
sadors  on  March  31  at  Mississippi 
college  will  feature  Earl  Oaig,  pas¬ 
tor,  First  COurch,  Jackson,  as  guest 
speaker. 

Missionaries  on  the  program  which 
will  last  from  10  a.m.  until  3  p.m.,  will 
include  Richard  Alford,  consultant, 
cooperative  Missions  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board;  Jack  Glaze,  head  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  religion  at  Mississippi 
college  and  former  missionary  to 
Argentina;  Jerry  and  Bobbye  Ran¬ 
kin,  missionaries  to  Indonesia;  and 
Charles  and  Indy  Whitten,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Equatorial  Guinea.  They 
will  have  displays  for  viewing,  and 
will  be  available  for  questions.  “I  can 
be  a  missionary”  is  the  theme. 

David  Taylor,  Royal  Ambassador 
from  Arlington  Heights  (Ourch,  Pas- 


tiesburg  39401)  and  the  phone  number 
is  583-2771. 

Both  Holmes  sessions  will  be  at 
First  Church,  Lexington,  and  Mike 
Steen  will  be  in  charge.  'Dte  address 
is  318  Boulevard,  Lexington,  39095. 
The  phone  number  is  834-1131. 

The  Tishomingo  sessions  will  be  at 
Bethlehem  Church,  Tishomingo. 
Walter  C.  Ballard  will  be  in  charge. 
The  address  is  Box  399,  Tishomingo, 
38873,  and  the  phone  number  is  4^ 
7546. 


cagoula,  will  be  one  of  the  morning’s 
program  personalities. 

David  Raddin,  minister  of  youth  at 
First,  Brandon,  will  direct  the  music. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  disaster  relief  van  will  be  on  dis¬ 
play,  and  field  day  activities  will  take 
place  after  lunch,  from  1  to  3  p.m. 

Registration  b^an  Feb.  15.  The 
deadline  is  March  23.  The  registra¬ 
tion  fee  is  85  each  and  should  be 
mailed  to  Brotherhood  Department. 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  Box 
530,  Jackson.  MS  39205. 


Bi-vocational  pastors 
will  hold  area  meetings 
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Ruleville  pastor 
police  chief, 
dies  in  wreck 

Elarl  Craig,  pastor,  First  Church,  Kenneth  Harrison  is  enrolled  in  night 
Jackson,  will  be  the  religious  em-  classes  at  Blue  Mountain  College  and  Bill  Lott,  34,  bi-vocational  pastor  of 

phasis  speaker  for  a  meeting  in  the  is  serving  as  Sunday  School  director  Bethel  Church,  Sunflower  County  for 

Union  Ballroom  at  the  University  of  at  Dumas.  1®  years  and  police  chief  at  Ruleville 

Mississippi  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  28,  at  for  three  years,  was  killed  while  on 

6:30  p.m.  The  Committee  of  100,  duty  Feb.  14.  He  died  in  a  collision  at 

sponsors  the  say,  Doddsville. 

“Everyone  is  welcome.”  \  mix-up  in  directions  to  a  fire  is 


Olympics  housing 
deadline  extended 


LOS  ANGELES  (BP)— The  dead- 
line  for  obtaining  bousing  in  area 
Baptists’  homes  during  the  1984 
Summer  Olympics  has  been  ex- 
tended  to  July  1,  according  to  Vicki 
McEntire,  staff  assistant  for  Sum- 
mer  Games  Ministries,  the  Southern 
Baptist-sponsored  outreach  effort. 

SGM  is  coordinating  reservations 
for  out-of-town  guests  in  local  hosts’ 
piPS||y^K  homes  July  25- August  12.  Rates  are 

'  $20  per  adult  and  $15  per  child  for  a 
^  vr  room  and  breakfast  in  a  private 
^  home  in  the  200-mile  area  encompas- 

Sf  sing  the  23  Olympic  sites. 

McEntire  noted  the  total  payment 
must  accompany  the  application.  If 
r  an  application  cancels  a  reservation, 
SGM  will  retain  $25  for  processing 
and  refund  the  balance.  If  housing  in 
f  .  Tk/r  ~  Baptist  homes  is  not  available,  SGM 

LiOttlC  JVlOOn  gilts  can  refer  visitors  to  other  housing 

services  offered  by  area  United 
A  LOTTIE  MOON  CHRISTMAS  OF-  Methodists  and  Lutherans,  she  ad- 
FERING  TREE  has  been  used  each  year 
in  First  Church,  Picayune,  since  1956. 

The  tree  was  designed  and  built  by  Al  "  Infonhation  and  applications  can 
Mabie,  a  member  of  the  church.  be  obtained  by  contacting  SGM  at  445 

The  first  year  the  church  promoted  West  King  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
the  offering  with  this  tree  they  set  a  90037 ;  phone  213/749-7043. 
goal  of  $2,4(X).00  and  tu  rned  on  the  star 
at  the  top  of  the  tree  when  the  goal  was 
reached.  The  congregation  stood  and 
sang  The  Doxology,  giving  praise  to 

God  for  this  largest  offering  they  had  tributC  tO  deaCOU 
ever  received  for  foreign  missions. 

"The  tree  is  now  a  cherished  tradition  ^  i.  u 

and  everybody  from  Mission  Friends  to  ,  Waynesboro 

senioradultstakesgreatprideingiving  P^^tor,  on  Jan.  1 

to  foreign  missions  and  giving  God  the  «  resolution payingtnbute to 

glory  when  we  reach  and  exceed  our  memory  of  Roland  M.  Smit^ 
goal."  said  Ernest  Mae  Stuart.  Smithdied 

"In  1 983  we  saw  the  tree  ablaze  with  f 

lights  and  our  church  treasurer  sent  in  Calvary  D^.  1- Among  sur- 

$26,507.24  for  foreign  mission  offer-  vivors  are  his  wife,  Drucilla,  and  son. 
I  ..  ^  Roland  Jr. 

Raymon  Leake,  pastor,  and  Mrs.  '  "I 

David  W.  Gillis,  director  of  Woman  s  included  chairman  of 

Missionary  Union,  work  together  in  deacons.  Church  Timing  ^retaij 

nrr,m«tinn  mic«i«n*  ^ud  outrcach;  chaulnan  of  the  Build- 

promoting  missions.  .  „  .  n 


Glen  Eaves  of  Ginton,  dean  of  the 
School  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College,  has  been  elected  as 
president-elect  of  the  Mississippi 
Council  of  the  Colleges  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  which  met  recently  in 
Jackson.  Eaves  will  succeed  Dean 
Ed  McGlohe  of  Mississippi  State 
University  in  the  top  post  in  July. 


Instead,  the  fire  was  on  Highway  442 
east,  which  meant  the  truck  should 
JAMES  MILNER,  left,  a  resident  of  have  turned  left  at  the  red  light, 
le  Baptist  Children's  Village,  Jackson,  {hink  the  firemen  thought  they 
icently  served  for  a  week  as  a  page  in  ^vere  supposed  to  go  straight  and  Bill 
le  Mississippi  State  Senate.  He  was  thought  they  were  going  to  turn 
sonsortid' by  SENATOR  BILL  HAR-  east,”  Springer  said.  “Thinking  they 
OLE.  a  Baptist  from  Starkville.  were  going  to  turn,  he  pulled  out  to 

follow  them  to  the  fire,  but  wound  up 
Bill  Self  was  recently  ord^ed  as  a  in  the  path  of  the  truck.”  (The  fir^ 

call  was  to  a  hospital  ambulance 
which  had  caught  on  fire  east  of 
Doddsville.  The  fire  was  put  out  with 
a  fire  extinguisher  from  a  second 
ambulance  meeting  it  for  a  transfer. ) 

“Almost  everyone  liked  Bill,” 

Springer  continued.  “Rp  was  sort  of  a 
unifying  factor  in  our  town.  He’s 
especially  going  to  be  missed  by  the 
youth.  He  was  one  of  the  few  who 
could  be  a  Baptist  preacher  and  a 
police  chief  and  do  a  good  job  at 
both.” 

Funei^pl  services  were  held  at  11 
a.m.  Feb.  16  at  Bethel  Church,  with 
burial  in  Glen  Allen  (Cemetery.  Mal¬ 
colm  Massey,  pastor  who  oi^ained 
Lott,  was  in  charge.  Survivors  in¬ 
clude  a  10-year-old  son,  Matt. 

Trouble  and  perplexity  drive  me  to 
prayer,  and  prayer  drives  away 

perplexity  and  trouble.-Philip  Center  HiU  Church,  Hamilton,  has 

surpassed  its  goal  of  $5,000  for  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering. 
This  is  the  largest  amount  Center  Hill 
has  ever  given  to  foreign  missions. 
Don  Nerren  is  pastor  and  Jeanne 
Brock  is  W.M.U.  Director. 


In  Lebanon 


Missionaries  reevaluate 
decisions  to  stay  there 


By  Bill  Webb 

LARNACA,  Cyprus  (BP)— 
Fourteen  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  still  in  Lebanon  are  re¬ 
evaluating  their  decisions  to  stay  in 
that  war-tom  country. 

Veteran  missionaries  Ed  and  Anne 
Nicholas  arrived  by  commercial 
boat  in  Cyprus  Feb.  15  with  the  news 
that  fellow  missionaries  in  Beirut 
were  re-evaluating  their  decisions  to 
remain  in  light  of  intensified  fighting, 
especially  in  the  east  Beirut  area  of 
Monsouriyeh. 

The  Nicholases,  from  CJenterville, 

Mich,  and  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  had 
been  trying  to  leave  Beirut  since  Feb. 

12,  but  rough  seas  had  prevented 
their  departure. 

“We  had  made  the  decision  to 
come,”  said  Nicholas,  “but  I  was 
about  ready  to  back  out”  when  condi- 
iions  seemed  to  be  settling  down  Feb. 

12.  But  then  about  1  a.m.  Feb.  14  “ev¬ 
erything  broke  loose,”  he  said.  “We 
could  hear  rockets  whistling  over¬ 
head.” 

Pete  Dunn,  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  re¬ 
ported  by  phone  Feb.  14  to  Finlay 
Graham  that  things  were  as  bad  as 
they  had  been  since  the  beginning  of 
the  civil  war  in  1975.  Graham  is  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  associate 
for  the  Middle  East.  Dunn’s  wife  and 
daughter  evacuated  with  nine  other 
mission  personnel  and  children  Feb. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Feb.  27-Mar.  2  MasterLife  Workshop;  Southside  BC,  Meridian;  6  p.m., 
27th-Noon,  2nd  (CT) 

Feb.  27  Financial  Planning  Workshop;  9:30  a.m.-2  p.m.;  Temple 

BC,  Hattiesburg  (Stew) 

Mar.  1  Pastoral  Care  Seminar;  Baptist  Medical  Center, 

Jackson;  9:30  a.m.-3  p.m.  (CAC) 

Mar.  2-3  State  Handbell  Festival-South;  Gulfshore  Assembly;  7 

p.m.,  2nd-2:30  p.m.,  3rd  (CM) 

Mar.  2-4  Acteens  Queens  Court;  CampGaraywa;  5p.m.,2nd-Noon, 

4th  (WMU) 


Diamondhead  Church,  Gulf  Coast,  Gore  Springs,  Grenada  County, 
jjjllllllllllllllllll^  called  Paul  B.  has  called  Mrs.  Rosemary  Blood- 
^^^^^^HfiOglesbee,  Jr.  as  worth  as  music  director. 

■gi  graduate  of  Mis- 

f 'jifisissippi  State  Uni- 
n  W  ‘versity  and  New 

It  jt  4 Orleans  Semi- 

H||L^^^H|||nary.  He  and  his 
family  are  moving 
^  ^^Hfrom  the  pastor- 
HL  mm  aHlate  of  Lawrence 
Oglesbee  Church. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  ttyla  to  meal  avary 
naad.  Quality  workmanthip  guarantaad 
Writa  for  Hlualralad  price  loldar 
"Inttrnationalfy  known  apoclalltta’^ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Om  mm  -  Oraanwood.  Mlaa.  SWM 


called  Wayne  Francis  as  minister  of  Supper  was  provided  by  the  host 
music.  church,  and  music  was  under  direc¬ 

tion  of  Rick  Carter  of  First,  Durant. 
Marion  Payne  is  interim  pastor  of  O’Brien,  evangelism  chairman 
Endville  Church,  Pontotoc  County.  Holmes  County,  reports  that  many 

pastors  and  lay  persons  alike  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  in^tation  to  recom- 
Jofan  Searcy  was  called  as  pastor  of  mitment,  and  one  responded  in  a  pro- 
Mt.  Pleasant  (I^hurch,  Ralei^,  Jan.  8  fession  of  faith  in  Christ, 
and  be,  his  wife,  Barbara  Ann,  and  The  conference  was  attended  by 
daughter,  Lee  Ann,  have  recently  about  100  persons.  It  began  at  5:30 
moved  onto  the  church  field.  .  •  p.m.  and  closed  at  9:30. 


In  Jackson  County 
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Men  equip  bus  for 
work  in  Montana 


By  Aone  Washbuni  McR^iams 


“When  a  fellow  gets  started  work¬ 
ing  fcH*  the  Lord,  he  doesn’t  want  to  do 
anything  else!”  said  Monte  Mon- 
crief.  Brotherhood  director  at  First 
Chorch,  Pascagoula.  He  has  a  lot  of 
projects  going  for  the  Lord,  but  right 
now  his  favorite  is  the  bus  he’s  help¬ 
ing  get  ready  to  send  to  Montana.  need  all  kinds  of  small  tools  for 
The  bus  is  not  the  kind  that  carries  carpenters — screw  drivers,  blades 
a  load  of  people.  It’s  different.  It’s  for  saws,  tools  either  pneumatic  or 


“We  need  small  tools  for 
carpenters,  kerosene  heat¬ 
ers,  an  airless  spray 
painter.” 


going  to  be  full  of  builder^’  equip-  electric.  We  need  kerosene  heaters 
ment.  And  after  it  gets  to  Montana  it  and  an  airless  spray  painter.” 
will  be  moved  around  from  one  Though  they  expect  to  be  packed  and 
church  construction  site  to  another  ready  to  go  by  mid-May,  that  would 
for  use  of  volunteer  laborers.  -  not  be  cut-off  date~  for  receiving 
Jackson  County  Baptist  Associa-  supplies,  for  the  bus  will  also  be  in  use 
tion  has  adopted  Montana  as  its  part-  in  future  years,  according  to  their 
ner  in  missions  in  the  USA,  and  many  plans.  And  extra  back-up  tools  will  be 
of  the  Jackson  County  churches  are  included  in  case  of  break-downs, 
tearning  up  with  Southern  Baptist  Moncrief  said  he  believes  at  least 
churches  in  Montana.  Consequently,  six  or  eight  construction  teams  will 
the  bus  project  has  come  under  the  go  from  Jackson  Cpunty  to  Montana 
sponsorship  of  the  association.  Allen  . 

Webb,  director  of  missions,  has 

named  an  associational  committee  of  *  ^  * 

coordinators.  Jjk  ^ 

Three  on  the  bus  committee  who  Jj 

have  spent  a  lot  of  their  time  and  ef- 

fort  on  it  are  Monte  Moncrief,  Roland  A 

Turner,  and  John  Johnson.  Turner,  a 

dentist,  is  a  member  of  Parkway  B 

Church,  Pas<»goula,  which  is  part-  W  B 

ner  of  ^e  Rimrock  church  in  Mon- 
tana.  Johnson  is  director  of  the  | 

Brothertiood  at  Eastlawn  Church,  ^  ^  IT ^ 

Pascagoula. 

The  bus,  while  being  worked  on,  is 
parked  at  a  Pascagoula  workshop 
owned  by  Moncrief,  who  is  a  contrac- 
tor.  It  has  painted  on  its  side:  “Mis- 
sions  in  Action.”  Leaving  June  8,  ! 

Johnson  (a  retiree  and  a  wMower) 
will  drive  the  bus  to  Montana  and  s  .||H 
stay  with  it  all  summer.  Moncrief 

and  his  wife  will  go  with  him,  to  sUy  John  Johnson.  Monte  Moncrief.  and  F 

'  installing  equipment  in  a  bus  that  will  b 

“This  all  started  with  our  tnp  to  crews  in  Montana. 

Belize,”  said  Turner.  A  team  went 

from  Jackson  County  to  do  church  this  summer.  Ingalls  Avenue 
construction  work  in  Belize.  Also  Qiurch,  which  has  a  partnership  with 
Turner  has  been  active  in  promoting  Ryegate,  Montana,  and  sends  |100  a 
and  taking  part  in  dental  missions  to  month  to  support  the  pastor  there, 

Honduras.  will  send  a  team  of  women  and  young 

“That’s  right,”  said  Moncrief.  “Af-  people  to  do  a  people  search  15  miles 
ter  going  to  Belize  I  eame  back  and  I  in  each  direction  from  the  church, 
didn’t  want  to  do  anything  else  but  and  to  lead  three'  Vacation  Bible 
volunteer  missions  projects.”  Schools.  A  team  will  go  July  21  to  Yel-  „  .  . 

Johnson  said,  “Individuals  (most  lowstone  Valley,  which  church  now  j,-,  j,  , 

of  us  are  members  of  the  Brother-  meets  in  an  electric  power  plant.  ACTShadfil^foralow-^wersta 
hood  in  our  churches)  who  went  on  Temple  CJiurch;  First,  Moss  Point;  ‘S^.**®*^*^  .  Honolulu.  A  second  study,  conducted  by  Pro-  list, 

the  trip  to  Belize  came  back  and  we  and  First,  Pascagoula,  all  plan  to  ^^^'’•ous  deasions  have  awarded  fessor  Alfred  E.  Hall  at  the  Ckillege  of 

wanted  to  get  started  on  something  send  teams.  In  the  meantime,  a  lot  of  CTS  construrtion  ^mits  m  ^  Wooster,  used  the  same  data  as  If  I  can  put  one  touch  of  an 
else.  We  were  still  excited  about  mis-  people  in  Jackson  County  are  making  officials  to  wtinto^elifeof  any  manors 

sions,  so  we  kept  talking  about  it,  and  preparations.  "  compile  a  second  ranking  of  the  top  I  shall  feel  that  I  have  work 

that  M  tn  huvina  and  fiiina  un  the  ,  .  .  Permission  to  build  low-power  sta-  lOO  instituUons.  The  Wooster  study  God.-Henry  David  Thoreau 

bS  {Jjj^st  w^^tok^^  SIM  he'Jilrme^aSc^^^^^  tions  in  Tyler.  Texas,  and  Paragould,  compares  the  number  of  doctorates 

thinss  for  others  and  sivina  our  tes-  fj®®*  o®  ™  o®**  **;®f~*  “'o  Ark.  with  the  total  number  of  graduates  of 

Hm.lv  Moncnef.  His  pick-up  truck  IS  parked  ACTS  has  applied  for  more  than  130 

,  wS  it-inde  the  bus.  On  the  back  of  it  he  low-power  TV  staUons  in  35  states. 

has  painted  his  motto:  Because  He  The  network  will  begin  next  May  de-  IVptft  millinn 

Sr^TrXrjSTI^w  SL^^  livering  family  ciSsUan  entertain-  million 

tic  insulation  blower,  power  hand  “When  people  see  that,  they  ask  me  ™  WACO,  Texas  (BP)— Donations 


.  A  committee  is  coordinating  the  Jackson  County  As¬ 
sociation's  “bus  for  Montana”  project.  Among  those  on 
the  committee  are.  left  to  right,  Allen  Webb,  Jackson 


County  director  of  missions:  Roland  Turner;  John 
Johnson;  David  Lee,  Jackson  County  associational  direc¬ 
tor  of  ministries;  and  Monte  Moncrief. 


High  number  of  MC  grads 
go  on  to  get  doctorates 


professors  at  other  institutions.  placing  the  College  in  the  top  eight 
'  Charles  E.  Martin,  vice-president  percent  of  private  baccalaureate  in- 
\  for  academic  affairs  at  Mississippi  stitutions  in  the  nation,”  said  Martin. 

'  College,  said  the  Office  of  Institu-  Martin  pointed  out  that  Missiaiippi 

i  tional  Research  at  Franklin  and  Lkillege  was  the  only  institutioa  in 

'V  Marshall  College  has  compiled  rank-  Mississippi  ranked  in  the  top  IM  col- 

,  ings  of  867  private  institutions  ac-  leges  and  universities  and  that  the 

>lar»d  umer,  all  of  F>Mc^oula.  are  busy  wording  to  the  number  of  graduates  college  was  outranked  only  by  Wake 
used  by  volunteer  church  construction  school  who  subsequently  Forest  University  among  Baptist 

received  their  doctorates  between  schools  on  the  top  IM  list.  Mississippi 
ACTS  awarded  1920  and  1980.  The  study  did  not  in-  Collie  is  owned  and  operated  by  the 

,  elude  those  institutions  that  award  15  Mississippi  Baptist  (invention. 

Honolulu  station  or  more  doctorates  per  year  in  three  Among  Baptist  colleges  in  the  top 

’  or  more  fields  of  study.  IM,  Wake  Forest  was  tied  for  Olst, 

FORT  WOR'ni,  Texas  (BP)— The  The  Franklin  and  Marshall  study  Mississippi  College  66th,  followed  by 
American  Christian  Television  Sys-  tabulated  the  number  of  doctorates  the  University  of  Richmond  (71), 
tern  (ACTS)  was  selected  through  without  regard  to  the  size  of  the  in-  Furman  University  (72),  Stetson 
another  government  lottery  Jan.  ^  stitution,  and  Mississippi  College,  University  (78)  and  SamfordUniver- 
television  station  in  with  506  doctorates  during  the  60-  sity  (87).  These  Baptist  colleges  are 
year  span,  ranked  number  66  among  six  of  the  14  institutions  from  the 
the  867  institutions  included.  southern  region  that  made  the  select 


MISSISSIPPI  CHILDREN’S 
HOME  SOaETY  is  seetiag  ma- 
tare  woman  to  live  in  as  boase- 
pareat  for  five  pregnant  yoaag 
women.  Most  be  able  to  drive. 
Immediate  opening.  Company 
benefits.  Sala^  negotiable.  Call 
(Ml)  3S^7784  or  write  P.  O.  Box 
1178,  Jackson,  MS  IKtS. 
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Eupora  dentist  assists 
at  clinics  on  Grenada 


(In  response  to  arnclea  in Tbe  Bap-.  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  church  in  Rome,  Ga.,  was  to  come 
tist  Record  and  a  request  made  at  the  E^'ery  Tuesday  he  works  in  the  Gov-  and  work  on  the  building.  This  will  be 
state  Baptist  convention.  First  Bap-  emment  Clinic  at  the  General  Hospi-  the  first  church  building  constructed 
tist  Chnrch  of  Enpora,  pastor  Wl-  tal^he  week  we  were  in  Grenada  by  Gr^ada  Baptists, 
liam  S.  Stewart,  sponsored  the  mis-  wdq%is  final  week  in  his  clinic  be-  We  also  enjoyed  visits  in  the  home 
sion  trip  of  David  L.  Sneed,  dentist,  cause  he  had  to  vacate  the  building,  of  missionaries  Mike  and  Robin 
and  his  wife,  Ai^i,  to  the  island  of  In  January  he  was  to  move  to  a  new  Eberhardt  and  their  eleven-year  old 
Grenada.  The  following  is  an  account  location,  still  in  St.  George’s,  in  the  son  David.  David  was  thought  to  be 
of  their  trip. )  building  formerly  housing  the  Libyan  the  only  American  child  on  the  island 

Sparkling  turquoise  waters  lap-  Embassy.  ~  at  the  time  of  our  visit.  The 

ping  on  white  sand  beaches,  poinset-  Carter  and  Charlotte  Davis  live  in  Eberhardts  went  to  Grenada  in  De- 
tia  bushes  eight  feet  tall,  cocoa,  nut-  L’Anse  aux  Epines  In  a  lovely  house  cember  or  1982.  Mike  has  begun  a 
meg  and  banana  trees— barbed  wire  overlooking  a  beautiful  harbor  and  ministry  on  the  west  coast  at  Grand 
enclosures,  bomb  and  bullet  shat-  sandy  beach  .'This  area  close  to  the,  Roy  and  is  hoping  to  establish  a 
tered  buildings,  army  helicopters  (Duban-built  air  strip  was  the  scene  of  church  there, 
and  jeeps,  and  troops  carrying  au-  much  of  the  fighting  during  the^  Grenada  Baptists  have  four 
tomatic  weapons.  This  is  the  Gre-  U.S.-Caribbean  invasion,  with  para-*  churches  at  this  time,  pastured  by 
nada  we  found  when  we  landed  at  troopefs  being  dropped  and  a  Carter  Davis,  Hervin  Green 

Pearls  Airport  on  Dec.  12,  1983.  We  helicopter  crashing  there.  We  were  (Jamaican),. and  Osbert  Green  and 

were  there  to  assist  dental  missio-  guests  in  the  Davis  home  during  our  Clarence  Henry,  Grenadian  pastors, 

nary.  Carter  Davis,  by  working  in  stay  and  really  grew  to  love  Carter  Two  missions  are  headed  by  Mike 

government  dental  clinics  which  had  and  Charlotte.  ,  Eberhardt,  missionary,  and  George  In  state  reservations  requests  for  Gulf  shore  Baptist  Assembly,  Hen- 

been  vacated  by  departing  Cuban  Charlotte  p.'epared  delicious  Wickham,  Grenadian.  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  summer  derson  Point,  Pass  Christian,  Miss., 

dentists.  meals  for  us  ( in  spite  of  the  fact  the  We  are  thankful  to  the  Lord  and  to  conferences  will  be  accepted  after  39571.  Reservation  request  forms  are 

As  we  traveled  over  the  island,  we  electricity  was  off  six  to  eight  hours  our  church  for  the  opportunity  to  March  1.  Out  of  state  requests  must  also  available  from  Chester  Vaughn, 

were  impressed  with  the  evidence  of  of  every  twenty-four)  as  well  as  pic-  work  in  Grenada.  There  are  many  bepostmarked  April  15 or  later.  They  MBd®  Program  director.  Box  530, 

Cuban-Communist  occupancy.  We  nic  lunches  when  we  needed  them,  things  we  will  never  forget  about  our  must  be  postmarked  after  that  date,  Jackson,  Miss.,  39205. 

saw  numerous  signs  with  slogans  C3iarlotte  writes  children’s  Sunday  week  there.  Among  them  are:  according  to  Frank  Simmons,  _.  .  .  -g-p-yatjon 

shouting  “Every  Worker  a  Learner,”  School  literature  for  use  in  Caribbean  Extracting  a  tooth  for  a  Caribbean  Gulfshore  manager,  otherwise,  they  .  ,  .  ^  aprvimnanipH  )iv  a 

‘ ‘Revolution  is  the  Solution,”  and  churches.  She  leads  Writers’  Work-  soldier  in  full  battle  dress  while  he  will  be  returned.  nf  nern»renn  mavimumnf 

“Forward  Ever,  Backward  Never.”  shops  throughout  the  Caribbean,  held  his  automatic  weapon  in  his  lap  A  complete  schedule  of  Gulfshore  ^  ’  crMv.iai 

We  talked  with  Grenadians,  who  told  teaches  piano  lessons  to  help  train  .  .  .  Singing  Christmas  carols  at  programs  is  here  below.  For  details  ^ 

us  of  the  indoctrination  of  young  nationals  to  play  for  worship  ser-  Grand  Bacolet  (3iurch  by  lamplight  concerning  the  programs  them-  senior  aauii 

people  and  the  fear  experienced  by  vices,  and  directs  the  Grenada  Bap-  to  the  accompaniment  of  a  tarn-  selves,  contact  the  program  director 

all  during  the  curfew  imposed  after  tist  Associational  Choir.  Her  com-  bourine  ...  Saying  good-bye  to  of  the  conference  at  Box  530,  Church  groups  need  to  specify  see¬ 
the  death  of  Maurice  Bishop.  We  also  bined  children’s  choirs  presented  the  Christian  friends  in  a  country  with  an  Jackson,  Miss.,  39205.  For  informa-  ond  choices  for  conferences  in  case 

drove  past  more  recent  signs  pro-  musical,  “God’s  Kids,”  complete  uncertain  future.  Umi  on  registration  procedure,  write  first  choice  is  filled, 

claiming  “God  Bless  America”  and  with  printed  T-shirts  for  all. 

“America  Didn’t  Forget  Us.”  We  felt  On  Thursday  night  we  walked 
very  thankful  for  our  country  and  our  down  a  rocky,  muddy  path  to  the  little 
God.  ^  church  at  Grand  Barcolet,  which 

Under  the  supervision  of  Davis,  we  Carter  Davis  pastors.  There',  by  lan- 
worked  during  our  work’s  stay  at  five  tern  light  and  with  bats  flying  in  and 
different  clinics  around  the  island,  out  the  open  windows,  we  worshipped 
doing  examinations  and  extractions,  and  shared  our  witness  with  26  Gre- 
On  the  west  coast  we  worked  at  nadians.  We  felt  the  presence  of  the 
clinics  in  St.  George’s  Hospital  and  in  Lord  in  that  service  in  that  far-away 
the  villages  of  Victoria  and  Gouyave.  place  as  we  sang  hymns  and  heard 
We  spent  a  day  at  Sauteurs  on  the  the  message  that  (barter  gave, 
north  coast  and  another  at  St.  '  On  Saturday  David  Sneed  joined 
David’s  on  the  east  coast.  We  always  Carter  Davis,  Jamaican  Baptist  mis- 
had  clean  working  conditions,  a  help-  sionary  Hervin  Green,  and  men  of  the 
ful  Grenadian  nurse  to  supervise  and  Grand  Bacolet  church  in  digging  and 
register  patients,  a  dental  chair,  building  the  foundation  for  a  new 
running  water,  and,  at  two  clinics,  a  church  building.  Work  on  the  founda- 
spectacular  view.  tion  was  prohibited  by  the  govem- 

Carter  Davis  directs  the  dental  ment  for  several  months  preceding 
ministry  of  Grenada  Baptists.  He  the  invasion  and  was  resumed  re¬ 
works  in  his  own  well-equipped  Bap-  cently.  During  the  latter  part  of 
tist  Clinic  in  St.  George’s  on  Monday,  January  a  construction  team  from  a 


Eupora  dentist,  David  Sneed,  right,  eats  breakfast  with 'dental  missionary. 
Carter  Davis,  and  his  wife.  Charlie,  on  the  porch  of  their  home  on  the  island  of 
Grenada. 


1984  Gulfshore  Schedule 


DATE 


CONFERENCES 


Program  Director 


Youth  Missions  (Conference  (BRO.) 


Jim  Didlake 
D.  P.  Smith 
Mose  D.  Dangerfield 
Paul  Jones 
Mose  D.  Dangerfield 
Lloyd  Lunceford 
Lloyd  Lunceford 
Larry  K.  ^ter 
D.  P.  Smith 
D.  P.  Smith 
Robin  Nichols 
Robin  Nichols 
Larry  K.  Salter 
Paul  Jones 
Leon  Emery 
Robin  Nichols 
Sarah  Talley 
Susan  CTiark 
Susan  (Hark 
DanHaU 
Keith  Wilkinson 
Keith  Wilkinson 
Keith  Wilkinson 


May  14-18 
May  18-20 
May  21-25 
May  28-June  1 
June  1-5 
June  5-9 
June  11-15 
June  15-19 
June  19-23 
June  23-27 
June  28-July  2 
July  3-7 
July  9-11 


I  Senior  Adult  (Conference  (Cn*) 

Single  Adult  (Conference  (CAC) 

II  Senior  Adult  (>)nference  (CT) 

I  Youth  Conference 

II  Youth  (inference 

III  Youth  (Conference 

IV  Youth  Conference  (MBC^) 

V  Youth  (Conference 

VI  Youth  (Conference 

VII  Youth  (Conference 

VIII  Youth  (Conference 

Family  Enrichment  (Conference  (CAC) 

Pastor /(Church  Staff  (Conference  (CAPM) 
(Church  Recreation  (Conference  {CT) 

Young  Musicians  (Conference  (CM) 

I  Youth  Music  (Conference  (CM) 

II  Youth  Music  (Conference  (CM) 

Music  Leadership  Conference  (CM) 

I  Sunday  School  Leadership  (Conference  (SS) 

II  Sunday  School  Leadership  (Conference  (SS) 

III  Sunday  School  Leadership  (Conference  (SS) 
Sunday  S^ool  Assist  Team  Training 

IV  Sunday  School  Leadership  (Conference  (SS) 

IX  Youth  (Conference  ((CT) 

Church  Training  Leadership  Conference  (CT) 
Special  Elducation  (Conference  ((CT) 

III  Senior  Adult  (Conference  ((CT) 

IV  Senior  Adult  (Conference  ((TT) 

Sunday  School  Preschool /(Children’s  Leadership 
Conference  (SS) 

WMU  Houseparty  (WMU) 

Sunday  School  Youth,  Adult;  (General  Officers 
(Conference  (SS) 


July  1M6 
July  16-20 
July  20-24 
July  25-28 
July  30-August  1 
August  2-4 
August  6-8 


August  9-11 
August  11-15 
August  15-18 


Keith  Wilkinson 
Robin  Nichols 
Mose  D.  Dangerfield 


August  20-22 
August  23-25 
September  7-8 


Mose  D.  Dangerfield 
Mose  D.  Dangerfield 
Keith  Wilkinson 


Marjean  Patterson 
Keith  Wilkinson 


David  Snood,  Eupora  dentist,  with  Grenadian  nurse,  works  in  government 
health  clinic  at  St.  David's,  Grenada. 


Thursday,  February  23,  IIM 
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s  missions 


pioneers 
ore  unique  frontiers 


FIRST  CHURCH  OF  SHARON.  JONES  COUNTY,  held  a  ground  breaking  cere¬ 
mony  after  the  morning  service.  Feb.  5.  Work  began  the  following  week  on  a 
two-level  multipurpose  building,  containing  10.000  sq.  ft.  of  apace.  The  buildirtg 
is  expected  to  be  completed  in  around  90  days. 


Find  how  to  spend  money 


them,”  reacts  a  layperson  in  Balti-  area  consumer  management  - -  than  40  persons  were  Carl  Saveli,  needs  statters 

more  when  asked  about  muustnes  to  pastor  -  Woodville  Heights  Church, 

the  Asians  in  the  community.  Calvary,Jacksoa:  March  4-7;  John  Jackson,  led  conference  on  ” A  Minis-  The  Brotherhood  Department  of 

In  response  to  inquiries  about  ^  p  »  *  1  Sullivan,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  try  of  the  Deacon;”  Dale  Holloway,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

nearby  low  income  community  in  a  OIllOlOC  piAllS  Church,  Shreveport,  La.,  and  first  pastor  -  Day  Star  Church,  Brandon,  Board  is  now  accepting  applications 

San  Antonio,  one  deaoHi  responds,  AvanfTplimn  mPPt  vice-president  of  the  Southern  Bap-  national  consultant  for  bi-vocational  for  Royal  Ambassador  summer 

“Everybody  knows  they  don’t  want  meet  tistConvention,evangelist;  at7p.m.,  ministries  for  the  Home  Mission  camp  staff  and  operational  staff  at 

to  come  here.”  March4-7,  and  at  11:45  a.ra.  to  12:45  Board,  SBC,  led  conference  on  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat.  Kos- 

Without  extraordinary  vision  and  The  Pontotoc  County  Association  is  p.m.  Monday,  March  5,  through  “Minister  of  the  Market  Place;”  ciusko. 

versatility,  highrises  a^  mountain  sponsoring  an  Evangelism  Confer-  Wednesday,  March  7;  lundieon  to  be  Richard  A.  Brogan,  president  -  Mis-  The  department  will  need  college 
hollers  may  equally  prevent  ence  on  March  1  and  2.  served  Mon.-Wed.  in  the  Fellowship  sissippi  Baptist  Seminary,  led  con-  students  to  work  as  activity  instruc- 

adequate  witness  and  ministry.  Speakers  for  the  conference  will  Hall;  Douglas  L.  Scott,  guest  musi-  ference  on  “What  Are  The  Needs  of  tors,  counselors,  and  in  operations; 

Changing  economics  and  increas-  include  Fred  Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cottage  cian,  minister  of  music  at  Broadway  My  Church  and  How  Can  I  Meet  and  high  school  students  to  serve  as 

ing  immigration  put  the  frontiers  of  Hill  Church,  Mobile,  Ala.;  Earl  Church,  Memphis  (he  served  as  Them?”  staff  assistants.  The  employment 

ethnic  groups  and  varied  cultures  Kelly,  executive  secretary,  Missis-  minister  of  music  at  Calvary  Church,  In  attendance  were  Sunday  school  period  begins  May  25  and  concludes 

square  in  the  center  of  Southern  Bap-  sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board;  and  Jackson,  1977-1961);  Joe  H.  Tuten,  teachers,  youth,  church  officers,  and  Aug.  17. 

tist  opportunities  to  minister.  Even  Guy  Henderson,  director  of  pastor.  visitors.  Available  positions  include  coun- 

with  the  frustrations  of  language  and  evangelism,  Mississippi  Baptist  Silver  Springs  Charch,  Osyka:  Other  conference  participants  are:  selors,  activity  instructors  (archery, 

cultural  barriers,  love  communi-  (Convention  Board.  March  4-6;  (Curtis  Williams,  pastor,  Hickman  Johnson,  Mrs.  Ivy  riflery,  lifeguard,  lake  front,  horses), 

cates  Christ.  The  Thursday  sessions  will  be  1-5  McLaurin  Heights  Church,  Pearl  Lovelady,  Hollis  Bryant,  Jerry  farm  management,  and  grounds  and 

We  are  accustomed  to  reaching  out  p.m.  and  7-9  p.m.  and  the  Friday  ses-  (foimer  pastor  of  Central  (Church,  Young,  Mrs.  Christine  Lyons,  and  maintenance, 

to  the  “down  and  out,”  but  we  are  sions  will  be  9-12  a.m.  and  1-3  p.m.  McComb),  evangelist;  J.  M.  Thom-  Ferrell  Blankenship.  Interested  persons  may  write  or 

also  called  to  recognize  today’s  “up  The  location  for  the  conference  will  hill.  Silver  Springs  pastor,  to  lead  the  .  Conferences  will  be  held  in  the  fol-  call  for  applications;  Jim  Didlake, 
and  out.”  Hunger,  unemployment  be  the  Algoma  Church,  approxi-  singing;  services  nightly  at  7;  dinner  lowing  locations  throughout  the  year.  Brotherhood  Department,  Box  530, 

and  poverty  create  despair,  but  so  mately  five  miles  south  of  Pontotoc  on  the  grounds  following  the  11  a.m.  Hattiesburg,  March  3;  (Columbia,  Jackson,  Miss.,  39205;  Phone  966- 

does  meaninglessness  in  the  life  of  an  on  Highway  15,  then  turn  west.  Sunday  service.  March  10;  Oxford,  March  17;  3600. 


First  Church,  McComb,  pre-  ..  ||||M||||||||||||||||||||^^h^h|hh||^h||||^h|||^^h|h| 

sent“America,  You’re  Too  Young  To 

on  an-  ^ 

nounced  Alan  will  be  "  ^  ^ 

the  church  sanctuary.  I 

The  “America,  Too  Young  i. 

To  Die”  program  is  a  75-minute  multi 
media  production  on  the  moral  and 
spiritual  history  of  America,  by  the 
Life  Action  Singers  which  includes 
special  computerized 

projection  units  covering  a  36-foot 

wide  screen  with  over  1,300  visuals,  Jk  f  • 

synchronized  to  the  music,  lyrics,  ^ 

and  narration.  The  original  program  RAYMOND  ROAD  CHURCH,  JACKSON,  held  its  first  GA  recognition  service 
cost  over  $100,000  to  produce.  The  recently.  Girls  who  received  awards  are.  left  to  right,  Jennifer  Clewis,  Kim  Tramel 
public  is  invited  and  admission  is  AmyWatts,  Dina  Woodfield,  Suzanne  Strickland,  Tiffany  Cavanaugh.  GA  leaders 
free.  b*’*  (Eileen  Little,  Michelle  Cooper,  Betty  Woodfield,  Norma  Dudley,  and  Vick) 


Uniform  Xhc  service  God  seeks 


Life  and  Work 


Ml  >  .  I 


By  Robert  Earl  Shirley,  pastor,  Parkway,  Tupelo 
Isaiah  &8:5-U 


As  we  come  to  the  last  of  this  series 
of  lessons  in  Isaiah,  the  prophet  is 
called  upon  once  again  to  be  the 
preacher  -  of  condemnation  as 
Jehovah  uses  the  occasion  of  Israel’s 
fasting  to  differentiate  between  true 
worship  and  their  hypocrisy.  The 
former  is  identified»  with  merciful 
love  to  one’s  fellow  man  while  the  lat¬ 
ter  is  heartless,  full  of  dead  works, 
and  tainted  with  strife  and  quarrel¬ 
ing. 

False  fasting  (58:5-11).  We  must 
not  fail  to  observe  that  it  was  in  the 
area  of  their  religious  observances 
that  Israel  is  displeasing  to  (]kxl.  As  is 
true  of  nominal  Christianity  today, 
there  were  those  in  that  day  who  felt 
that  certain  rituals  were  all  that  was 
needed  to  please  God.  Consequently, 
to  don  themselves  in  sackcloth  and 
cover  themselves  with  ashes  as  a 
symbol  of  deditiation  and  repentance 
was  considered  an  adequate  expres¬ 
sion  of  righteousness,  but  God  would 
have  none  of  it. 

'The  condemnation  expressed  by 
Isaiah  is  not  with  the  acts  themselves 
nor  with  ritualism  in  general  but  with 
the  attitude  of  the  participants. 
These  people  were  worshiping  with 
their  lips,  but  their  hearts  were  not  in 
it.  While  saying  pious  words  and 
doing  religious  things,  they  con¬ 
tinued  in  their  dishonest  business 
practices,  selfish  associations,  and 
social  indifference. 


True  fasting  (58  :(-7 ).  God  now  tells 
his  people  what  he  is  expecting  of 
them.  Having  been  exiles,  they 
should  have  desired  equality  for  all 
people,  and  having  been  delivered  by 
God,  they  should  have  shared  what 
they  had  with  the  rest  of  God’s 
people.  Such  was  not  the  case.  Thus, 
they  are  told  to  throw  off  the  bondage 
of  their  sin  and  seek  freedom  and 
good  for  their  fellow  man.  Specifi¬ 
cally,  they  are  lo  feed  the  hungry, 
house  the  homeless,  and  clothe  the 
naked.  They  cannot,  and  must  not, 
hide  their  faces  and  neglect  their  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  those  around  them. 
There  is  no  conflict  between  our  em¬ 
phasis  on  evangelism  and  a  social 
ministry.  It  is  not  a  question  of  ei¬ 
ther/or,  but  of  both/ and. 

Promised  reward  (58:8-11).  The 
promises  of  God  in  the  days  of  their 
exile  were  conditional,  and  this  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  the  case.  'The  “then”  of 
verse  eight  tells  when  they  may  ex¬ 
pect  .these  blessings.  Four  specific 
promises  are  given.  The  light  of 
(jrod’s  love  shall  wipe  away  the  gloom 
from  their  lives,  they  will  be  filled 
with  new  life  and  vitality,  their  right¬ 
eousness  will  serve  as  a  shield  of  pro- 
tecticm  with  God  as  their  rear  guard, 
and  their  prayers  shall  be  answered. 

The  conditional  nature  of  tiiese 
blessings  is  stressed  as  both  the  de¬ 
mands  and  the  promises  are  now  re¬ 
peated.  They  are  not  to  be  guilty  of 


oppression,  must  not  show  scorn  by 
pointing  their  finger,  or  speak  in¬ 
sincerely.  When  they  have  de¬ 
monstrated  their  right  relationship 
to  God  by  a  right  relationship  to  man, 
their  lives  shall  be  filled  continually. 

Just  as  Jehovah  will  hear  their 
prayers  whenever  they  cry  out  to 
him,  so  will  he  be  with  them  every 
moment  of  the  day.  His  promise  to 
satisfy  their  soul  in  drought  suggests 
here  as  in  other  places  that  being  a 
child  of  God  or  a  (Kristian  does  not 
remove  all  of  the  troubles  from  our 
lives.  Instead,  one  is  given  the  faith, 
strength,  and  courage  to  withstand 
whatever  life  may  present  to  us.  With 
divine  help,  our  faithfulness,  our 
righteousness,  and  our  joy  can  be  and 
should  be  consistent.  Like  a  watered 
garden,  we  are  not  dependent  upon 
the  outside  circumstances  of  life  to 
determine  what  kind  of  person  we 
will  be  or  what  happiness  we  will 
know. 

'The  chapter  that  follows  gives  an 
explanation  as  to  why  they  have  not 
yet  received  these  rewards.  God  can 
still  hear  their  prayers  and  he  does 
have  the  power  to  save.  It  is  their 
inquities  that  have  separated  them 
Iron)  their  God.  He  will  keep  his  end 
of  the  covenant  when  they  repent  of 
their  lying,  injustice,  and  transgres¬ 
sion  and  protect  them  from  their 
enemies.  Once  again,  they  are  given 
this  assurance  and  reminded  that  he 
will  keep  his  word  forever. 


Responding  to  Jesus 

By  Gerald  P.  Buckley,  pastor,  Parkway,  Natehez 
Mark  10:4*  - 11:1* 


During  the  next  five  weeks,  we  will 
examine  some  teachings  of  Jesus  en- 
route  to  and  during  his  la^t  days  in 
Jerusalem.  This  series  begins  with 
the  healing  of  a  blind  man  in  Jericho, 
continues  with  the  triumphal  entry, 
and  concludes  with  the  prayer  in 
Gethsemane. 

The  people  Jesus  encountered  re¬ 
sponded  in  three  different  ways: 
shallow  enthusiasm,  outright  rejec¬ 
tion,  and  confident  faith.  These  re¬ 
sponses  are  the  same  kind  that 
people  make  today. 

I.  The  healing  of  Bartimaeus  (Mark 
-  10:48-52) 

Jesus  and  his  disciples  were  on 
their  way  to  Jerusalem.  They  passed 
through  Jericho,  which  was  15  miles 
northeast  of  their  destination.  A  blind 
beggar  named  Bartimaeus  was  sit¬ 
ting  by  the  road.  Jesus  and  a  large 
crowd  were  leaving  Jericho,  along 
this  road.'Wben  Bartimaeus  heard 
that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  near,  he 
began  to  shout  and  to  ask  Jesus  to 
have  mercy  on  him.  The  crowd  tried 
to  silence  this  blind  man.  However, 
he  continued  to  call  even  louder. 
Jesus  heard  his  cry,  and  he  asked 
that  the  man  be  told  to  come  to  him. 
Bartimaeus  threw  off  his  cloak, 
jumped  up,  and  went  to  Jesus.  Jesus, 
brought  sight  to  those  blind  eyes,  and 
Bartimaeus  followed  Jesus  (Hi  the 
road. 

It  is  tremendously  impressive  to 
see  Jesus  turn  his  attention  from  the 


be  ever  open  and  warm  toward  the 
needs  of  others. 

The  scripture  informs  us  that  Jesus 
stopped.  He  stopped  and  gave  the 
whole  of  his  attention  to  a  blind  beg¬ 
gar.  His  stopping  said  clearly,  “You 
count.” 

The  art  of  stopping  is  a  high  art.  We 
are  so  prone  to  be  in  busy  motion.  We 
have  a  s(diedule  to  keep.  It  is  not  easy 
to  stop.  Jesus  never  healed  anybody 
on  the  run.  “Stopping”  is  a  necessary 
part  of  any  genuine  ministry  to 
people.  The  disciple  is  not  above  his 
master.  We  must  learn  whefi  to  stop 
and  give  attention  to  the  person  with 
a  need. 

'There  comes  a  moment  for  every 
person  when  he  must  ignore  others, 
lliey  urge  him  to  do  this  or  that,  but 
deep  within  he  feels  rnoved  to  take 
different  action.  The  crowd  told  Bar¬ 
timaeus  to  keep  quiet.  But  he  refused 
to  be  silenced.  'There  are  times  we 
had  better  ignore  the  advice  of  the 
crowd.  A  person  must  have  a  mea¬ 
sure  of  determination  if  he  is  to  live  a 
meaningful  life. 

II!  The  cleansing  of  the  temple  ( Mark 

11:15-18) 

Proceeding  on  to  Jerusalem,  Jesus 
went  into  the  temple  area.  'There  he 
f(Hind  that  what  had  been  started  as  a 
service  to  the  worshipers  had  be- 
came  a  vicious  racket.  People  com¬ 
ing  to  the  temple  from  a  distance 
found  it  difficult  to  bring  their  sacri¬ 
ficial  animals  and  birds,  so  they  were 


Bible  Book 


“God  protects  Jerusalem” 

By  Bill  Causey,  pastor.  Parkway,  Jackson 
□  Kings  18  and  It 


The  northern  kingdom  had  now  fal¬ 
len  to  the  Assyrian  King  and  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Bible  is  turned  to  the 
southern  kingdom  of  Judah. 
Hezekiah  had  become  king  and  “did 
right  in  the  sight  of  (tod.”  (V.  3)  He 
broke  down  every  idol  and  elimi¬ 
nated  the  places  of  idol  worship. 

As  an  example  of  his  devotion  to 
God,  he  even  broke  in  pieces  the 
bronze  serpent  which  Moses  had 
made  (v.  4).  Instead  of  being  the 
mere  artifact  which  it  was,  a  piece  of 
bronze  (Nehushtan),  it  had  becxime 
an  object  of  veneration  an#worship 
as  though  it  were  a  god  itself. 

Hezekiah  therefore  established 
himself  as  a  king  who  was  deeply  and 
personally  dedicated  to  the  Lord. 
Judah  under  his  leadership  had  also 
overcome  the  Philistines  (v.  8).  As¬ 
syria  continued  its  effort  at  conquest 
however,  and  with  Israel  exiled, 
came  against  Judah  with  some  sub- 
cess  (V.  13). 

'The  only  time  that  Hezekiah  wa¬ 
vered  was  in  paying  tribute  (vss.  14- 
16),  to  get  the  king  (Sennacherib)  to 
withdraw. 

I.  Defiance  of  the  living  (tod 
(18:18-37).  Representatives  of  Ve 
Assyrian  king  brought  threat  against 
Jerusalem  and  arrogantly  expressed 
their  intention  to  destroy  it.  In  the 
most  blasphemous  terms  they  brag¬ 
ged  upon  their  previous  conquests 
and  the  failure  of  other  people  and 
their  idol-god’s  to  stand  against  the 


power  of  their  army.  'The  threat  was 
calculated  to  cause  surrender  and  in¬ 
timidate  both  king  and  people.  And 
most  importantly,  to  defy 
Jerusalem’s  (tod,  the  Lord  himself. 

Hezekiah  then  sought  the  counsel 
of  Isaiah  the  prophet  who  called  for 
resistance  ( 19:1-7)  and  gave  emxiur- 
agement  from  (tod.  (tod  would  use  as 
small  a  thing  as  a  rumor  to  effect  the 
beginnings  of  King  Sennacherib’s  ul¬ 
timate  defeat  backinhisown  land  (v. 
7). 

Then  a  seixind  time  Rabshakeh 
(the  Assyrian  representative)  at¬ 
tempted  to  get  Jerusalem  to  surren¬ 
der  (8-13). 

II.  Dependence  upon  the  living 
God  (19:14-34).  The  godly  king 
Hezekiah  took  himself  and  the  Assy¬ 
rian  demands,  in  the  form  of  a  letter, 
to  the  temple.  There,  in  prayer,  the 
whole  matter  is  laid  before  the  Lord. 
How  profoundly  moving  is  the  re¬ 
corded  prayer  of  this  king  humbling 
himself  in  the  presence  of  God.  And 
(tod  responded  through  the  words  of 
the  prophet  Isaiah  with  a  founda¬ 
tional  truth  of  heartfelt  prayer— “I 
have  heard  you”  (v.  20b). 

(tod’s  resp(Hise  to  Assyria  includes 
f(Mir  important  points:  you  have  ar¬ 
rogantly  blasphemed  “the  Holy  One 
of  Israel;”  (vss.  21-24)  your  previcxis 
victories  were  because  (tod  intended 
it  (vss.  25-26);  I  know  all  about  you 
including  your  raging  against  me 


(vss.  27-28a)L;  and  I  will  put  a  hook  in 
y(Hir  nose  and  a  bridle  in  your  mouth 
and  turn  you  around  and  send  you 
home  (28b). 

(tod’s  proof  to  Jerusalem  was  the 
assurance  that  three  years  from  now 
they  would  gather  a  b^ntiful  harvest 
from  their  own  fields.  In  the  two 
years  in  between  (tod  would  provide 
enough  to  eat  from  the  volunteer 
growth  in  their  fields  (29) .  'The  people 
also,  would  be  like  that  wheat  and  be 
firmly  rooted  in  Judah  (30)  as  an  act 
o"f  G^.  'The  conclusive  announce¬ 
ment  was  (vss.  32-34)  that  Assyria 
would  not  even  “shoot  an  arrow”  but 
would  go  back  home  the  way  they 
came  and  it  would  be  a  work  of  (tod. 

m.  Dependability  of  the  living  (tod 
(19:35-37).  Overnight  the  Assyrian 
army  was  destroy^.  There  was  no 
way  it  could  have  happened  BUT  IT 
DID!  'Think  of  it!  The  surrounding 
territories  all  over  that  part  of  the 
world  were  under  Assyrian  domina¬ 
tion.  Jerusalem,  a  single  city,  hold¬ 
ing  to  the  promise  of  (tod  and  without 
other  resources  of  consequence,  saw 
the  enemy  defeated.  It  was  an  act  of 
God!  Overnight  185,000  enemy  sol¬ 
diers  were  dead  and  not  a  “shot”  had 
been  fired.  'The  character  of  (tod  is 
the  hope  of  the  world.  It  is  to  be 
trusted. 

And  as  (tod  predicted,  Sennacherib 
returned  home  and  was  assassi¬ 
nated,  of  all  things,  in  the  house  of 
“his”  god,  Nisroch  (v.  37). 


many  to  one.  Jesus  had  a  sensitive 
ear  and  eye  for  those  in  need.  He  did 
not  let  a  crowd  prevent  him  from  se¬ 
eing  the  individual.  It  is  so  easy  to  get 
caught  up  with  size,  and  fail  to  see 
individuid  needs.  'This  brief,  drama¬ 
tic  narrative  comes  with  a  great 
message  to  a  generation  which  thinks 
and  acts  so  largely  in  terms  of  size 
and  numbers. 

The  individual  easily  gets  lost,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  he  sits,  as  Bartimaeus 
did,  on  the  lowest  rung  of  the  social 
ladder.  Southern  Baptists  face  a 
danger  at  this  point.  We  now  number 
over  14,0(X),000.  Our  danger  is  that  we 
get  so  caught  up  in  size  and  intoxi¬ 
cated  with  big  projects  that  we  forget 
to  minister  to  individuals.  It  is  as  we 
minister  to  the  needs  of  individuals 
that  we  really  catch  the  spirit  of 
Chdst.  Some  who  dream  of  doing  big 
projects  for  the  kingdom  of  God 
would  do  well  to  look  at  the  needs  of 
people  in  their  own  back  yard. 

'The  crowd  rebuked  Bartimaeus, 
and  told  him  to  be  silent.  It  was  a  cold 
thing  to  do.  Oowds  can  do  heartless 
and  cruel  things.  'The  interruption 
annoyed  them.  They  were  interested 
in  Jesus.  'That  was  the  big  excite¬ 
ment,  the  focus  of  attention.  'This 
beggar  was  unimportant;  his  eager 
thrusting  of  his  insignificant  self  into 
the  center  of  the  stage  was  a  nui¬ 
sance.  'They  met  it  with  cold  infer¬ 
ence,  and  the  command  to  be  quiet. 
'Their  rebuke  has  echoed  throu^  the 
years.  The  crowd  at  Jericho  chided 
the  beggar  for  bringing  his  trouble  to 
Jesus.  We  should  take  stock  of  our 
own  feelings.  Are  we  easily  annoyed 
today  by  those  in  need?  Do  we  at¬ 
tempt  to  silence  the  poor,  the  un¬ 
employed,  the  hungry,  the  victims  of 
child  abuse,  the  victims  of  drugs  and 
alcohol?  The  cry  of  need  often  Inter¬ 
rupts  our  schedule.  May  our  hearts 


provided  for  them.  However,  this 
service  soon  became  a  means  of  ex^. 
tortion.  Exorbitant  prices  were 
charged.  Rates  «f  exchange  in  coins 
were  also  high.  'The  Sadducees  were 
in  charge  of  this  service.  Much  of  the 
profit  went  into  their  pockets.  For 
greedy  gain  they  had  turned  the 
house  of  (tod  into  a  bazaar. 

So  in  righteous  indignation  Jesus 
drove  out  those  who  sold  and  bought 
in  the  temple,  (tod’s  house  is  to  be 
used  as  a  place  of  prayer  and  worship 
for  all  people.  The  establishment  re¬ 
sponded  to  Jesus  by  joining  forces  to 
destroy  him. 


